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Study Goals and Objectives
The goal of this report is to document historic cultural features of the East
Elk Rapids and Meguzee Point landscape as a part of a broader report on
the entire municipality of Elk Rapids, Michigan. The objectives include
identifying important elements of the community’s history, the
importance of East Elk Rapids and Meguzee Point to the history of the
entire municipality, the principal people involved in the development of
this sub-area, and general historic characteristic of East Elk Rapids and
Meguzee Point.

          Study Area Boundary
The boundaries of this sub-area begin with the shores of Elk Lake/Elk
River on the south, southeast and to some extent the southwest.  The
western boundary of this sub-area overlaps the industrial area to the west
because of the undeveloped character of the subdivision that was planned
but never built.  The northwest corner is vaguely overlapped with the
commercial/industrial developments towards U.S. 31. The northeastern
boundary is nominally the city limits but philosophically should also
extend northeast along the old route of Cairn Highway (US 31) to
Wandawood Resort and the 45th Parallel Cairn.

Within the Study Area, the team divided the areas to be studied and
reported into five areas:

A. The area along Ames Street north to Bass Lake and east to
Iroquois Street.

B. The plats around the old Lutheran churches south of Ames Street
to Third and between the old iron company site to the block
between Brand and Charles streets.

C. The entire area of Meguzee Point south of Third Street to the
lakeshore.
D. The historically low development area east of Brand and Henry
Street, north of Third Street, south of Cairn Highway/Ames Street to
the shore of Elk Lake and the city limits on the east.
E. The area north of Cairn Highway, east of Iroquois to the city limit.
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Geographical Units

Land Form
The East Elk Rapids/Meguzee Point area is a post-glacial ridge between
Elk Lake and Bass Lake and was further defined by the flow of  Elk
River.  The land rises from the lakes to a “shelf” ten to twenty feet above
lake level which represents an ancient post-glacial lake-level. Ames
Street, Cairn Highway, Rivershore Drive and the entire Lake Street
neighborhood all occupy the lower shelf area.  The land continues to rise
from the top of this slope, more slowly to a high-ground located between
Center Street and Charles Street.

The golf course has two areas of slightly mounded or very gently rolling
topography but otherwise the general topography of this entire area is
basically level

Geology
The surface (Quaternary) Geology of the Meguzee Peninsula contains
lacustrine sand and gravel, chiefly quartz sand.  It was glacial deposits
from the Great Lakes occurring chiefly as beach and near-offshore littoral
deposits.  It may include some intercalated lacustrine clay.  It contains
areas of organic soils coming from discontinued sheets of small dunes of
eolian sand.   The thickness ranges from one to three meters.

Water Systems
Meguzee Point is a peninsula surrounded by more than seven miles of
frontage on the inland lakes of Bass Lake and Elk Lake as well as Elk
River.  These bodies of water are a part of a larger system of waterways
known as the Chain of Lakes that consists of fourteen lakes connected by
rivers and covers fifty-five miles.  This Elk River Chain of Lakes
supplies sixty percent of Grand Traverse Bay’s surface water and
contains twenty percent of Michigan’s surface freshwater.   The Grand
Traverse Bay Watershed, Elk Lake and the Elk Lake Watershed meet
around Elk Rapids.

These waters have an exceptional recreational and economic impact on
Elk Rapids drawing people to the area but they also impose constraints
on its use.   The surface water quality must be protected through
thoughtful development to avoid pollution or loss of the beautiful scenic
views of the open waters.  Both the lakes surrounding Meguzee Point are
part of a comprehensive program to monitor the water quality.  The Tip
of the Mitt Watershed Council continuously tests pH levels, Total
phosphorus, nitrate/nitrite, conductivity, chloride and water clarity secchi
disc readings.  The lake clarity of Elk Lake is seventeen to twenty feet
and its low nitrogen levels are a great indicator that the water quality is
very good.
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The surface and groundwater are valuable resources for the
people of Elk Rapids.  The majority of Meguzee peninsula has
municipal water and sewer systems maintained by the Village
Department of Public Works except for the area south of
Third St.  There is a storm sewer system along Ames St. and a
short portion of Third St.

Habitat
The current vegetation habitat has resulted from mans clearing
of the pre-settlement vegetation.  The animal habitat within
the study area is directly related to the existing vegetation.
The existing vegetation may be grouped as follows:

· Northern Hardwoods
· Central Hardwoods
· Pine
· Other Upland Conifers
· Wetland
· Oldfield
· Domestic Landscape

The pre-settlement vegetation throughout the study area has
been mapped as northern hardwoods, which include beech,
maple, and yellow birch.  From the information available it
appears all, or nearly all, pre-settlement vegetation was
removed during the early decades of the 18th century
settlement period (1840-1870?) either for lumber or for fuel.
One exception may exist at the location of White Birch Lodge
on Meguzee point; however, the oldest trees at that location
are oaks, which are not consistent with the northern
hardwoods pre-settlement mapping.

Once the pre-settlement vegetation was removed, the land was
either subdivided into small lots or, where suited, farmed.

The 1938 aerial photography shows farm fields to be mostly
grasses or grains.  The 1952 aerial photography shows one
small block of fruit trees on the farm east of Meguzee Rd.,
south of Third St.  The 1983 U.S.G.S. Quad map shows a
small orchard east of Lakeland School.

Village Watershed Map
(Courtesy of Elk Rapids Township website)
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Songbirds, waterfowl, shorebirds, muskrat, mink and raccoon are found
in the wetlands and lakeshores around this area.  The fishing in this area
greatly encourages tourism.  The lakes and river have an abundance of
walleye, northern pike, perch, bass, black crappie and bluegill.

“Bass lake, a lake between the bay and Elk Lake, is, according to an
Indian superstition, under a spell of enchantment, and there is no
amount of money that would pay an Indian to fish in this lake. As it is
rather out of the range of the white man’s line of march when on a
fishing jaunt, it is consequently still well stocked with fine fish.”
(Baybreezes, August 1884)

With Bass Lake being unable to be navigated to by boat from Grand
Traverse Bay and the Chain of Lakes, fish were able to flourish without
predation from man. As the quote from Baybreezes suggest, the Indians
would not fish in the lake. Through thorough research there is no
explanation on why the Indians believed the lake was enchanted.  The
quote also mentions the distance from the population center made the
lake a last resort for many of the locals. However, Baybreezes has many
record accounts of the lake being fished. The two most popular species
caught in the lake are bass and pickerel.

Sanborn Map 1895, showing
the location of Bass Lake in

relation to Elk Rapids

(Courtesy of Elk Rapids
Historical Society)
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Climate
The climate here is very similar to that across northern Michigan,
however it is moderated because it sits close to Lake Michigan.   Its
summer climate is mild with temperatures tending to be in the sixties.
July is the hottest month with an average high of seventy-nine degrees.
It averages one hundred sixty-seven sunny days per year, while only
getting about twenty-eight to thirty-three inches of rain distributed even
throughout the year.   The wettest month is September.  The winters are
very cold with temperatures in the 20’s.  The proximity to the lake pushes
the frost date back several weeks later compared to that inland.  The
coldest month is February, which averages temperatures around fifteen
degrees Fahrenheit.   The annual average snowfall is around one hundred
inches.

Statement of Significance
“A property must possess significance in at least one of four aspects of
cultural heritage specified by the national register criteria”
‘U.S. Dept. Of Interior, National Park Service, Guidelines for Evaluating
and Documenting Rural Historic Landscapes, National Register Bulletin,
pg.1.’

“Judgments of significance are made by relating facts about the history
and existing landscape characteristics of the study area to the themes and
property types recognized as important by the area’s historic contexts”
‘U.S. Dept. Of Interior, National Park Service, Guidelines for Evaluating
and Documenting Rural Historic Landscapes, National Register Bulletin,
pg.2.’
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Significance may be based on vernacular patterns of land use and
division, architecture, circulation, and social order.  These patterns may
indicate regional trends or unique aspects of a communities order.  These
patterns may indicate regional trends or unique aspects of a community’s
development.  An important pattern may be represented by a single farm,
or be repeated by adjoining farms within a township or county.  The
recognition of important patterns may require in-depth primary research,
multidisciplinary study, the judgment of experts, and comparisons with
survey data from other areas.  Landscape characteristics may be used to
define these patterns and to establish a measure of integrity, as a guide
for identifying eligible properties that illustrate these patterns. “
‘U.S. Dept. Of Interior, National Park Service, Guidelines for Evaluating
and Documenting Rural Historic Landscapes, National Register Bulletin,
pg. 3-4.’

The area meets the requirements for the National Register of Historic
Sites for:

National Register Criterion A: Property is associated with
events that have made a significant contribution to the broad
patterns of our history – Reason:

· The initial clearing of East Elk Rapids and Meguzee Point
is associated with the lumbering era, which dominated
northern Michigan from 1870 to 1900.

· The founding of the Elk Rapids Iron Works represented
the major economic development of the industrial era that
followed.

· The Cairn Highway is associated with the rise of the
tourism industry in Michigan and is as an example of early
state funded highways.

National Register Criterion B: Property is associated with
person(s) who made a significant contribution to the broad
patterns of our history – Reason:

· Abram S. Wadsworth and family, first permanent settlers
to the area

· Dr. Ferris Smith, was a world renown re-constructive
surgeon who used his house and boathouse on Elk Lake
for patient rehabilitation.

· Edwin Noble and Henry Noble, principle partners in the
Dexter and Noble lumbering “Empire” and their Elk
Rapids Iron Works built the Iron Works on the western
edge of East Elk Rapids. Each of these men then platted a
subdivision for residential housing in the immediate
neighborhood.

13
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National Register Criterion C: Property is associated with examples of
design and or construction that made a significant contribution to the
broad patterns of our history – Reason:

· The 45th Parallel Cairn had a significant influence upon
the development of the tourism industry in Michigan.

· This monument was consciously built as a draw for
tourism in an effort to improve the economy of northern
Michigan.  Related to this are the landscape feature of the
Elk Rapids Golf Course, designed by a professional
golfer, as well as the Rainbow Gardens and resorts like
Rainbow Lodge and Wandawood Resort, which became a
local model for tourist attraction.

· The remnant oak grove at the former German Picnic
Grounds is a surviving example of community
development influenced by immigrant social
organizations.

· The windows of Sacred Heart Catholic Church are
examples of the master of stained glass window artistry
from the Pre-Raphaelite period.

Period of Significance 1880 – 1953
The National Register guidelines delimit the period of significance in the
following way: “Continued use or activity does not necessarily justify
continuing the period of significance. The period of significance is based
upon the time when the property made the contributions or achieved the
character on which significance is based”.

Since virtually nothing remains from prior to the logging era, nothing but
the cleared ground from the logging and only a few possible farm-related
structures of the early settlement period,  the period of significance for
East Elk Rapids is primarily determined by the physical remnants from
the Elk Rapids Iron Works to the last gasp of pre-World War Two tourist
construction.  The final “period”  is the closing of the Longfellow School
in 1930 and the construction of the last three cabins for Rainbow
Gardens, after which the character of the landscape in East Elk Rapids
stagnated until the 1950's.

This eastern part of the Elk Rapids community received its initial impetus
for development from the iron company. The desire for nearby housing
by workers from the plant along with the desire for additional income
from marginal agricultural land by the owners and later by the iron
company partners offered the opportunity and thus began the
development of East Elk Rapids.  Simple vernacular houses and churches
characterized this initial phase of development.

The local popularity of the German Picnic Ground and the building of
three churches added permanence to the neighborhood with the picnic
ground drawing all of Elk Rapids to this area and pointed the way for
future economic growth.  The school soon followed.  As the iron
company declined the 'resort' economy began to grow and gave reasons
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for the residents to stay. White Birch Lodge (1914), the Elk Rapids Golf
Course (1922), Rainbow Gardens (1926), Rainbow Lodge, Wandawood
Resort (1928) and the 45th Parallel Cairn are a reflection of this shift. The
cairn, built at the 45th Parallel several miles north, became a tourist
attraction and thus 'Cairn Highway' developed into U.S. 31.  Only the
golf course, which was transformed from a farm, had a major effect upon
the landscape.

This resort phase lasted through the 1920's and 1930's, but a gradual
decline set in as the school closed and the platted lots failed to be built
upon.  Throughout this period the area south of Buckley and east of
Brand remained undeveloped and agricultural all the way to the
lakeshore.

The period of significance begins with the initial platting of area
subdivisions and related developments beginning in 1881 and ending in
1893. The main impetus for this development was the hiring of large
numbers of workers for the Dexter and Noble Iron Company.  The
Nobles themselves were the principals in the creation of several of these
plats, which contributed to the reality of their so-called “Dukedom”
(Sesquicentennial Scrapbook, page 6).  The second phase of development
built upon the community established by the three churches, the school
and the social institution of the German picnic ground.  This lasted until
the iron company closed in 1914.  The third phase for East Elk Rapids
again built on the existing infrastructure but expanded along the state
highway and included commercial as well as resort development along
that route. This included changes at Rainbow Gardens, the development
of Rainbow Lodge and furthers north, the development of Wandawood
Resort and the 45th Parallel Cairn. The closing of the school and the
failure of the various tourist enterprises, notably Rainbow Gardens,
brought an end to this phase.

Later Development
The development of the public school complex, which gradually ended
agriculture in East Elk Rapids, represents a significant change of
landscape character.  This change of character is further affected by the
expansion of the Catholic Church campus, the infill development of
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1960's style tract housing in the plats, and the splitting off of lots along the shore of Elk Lake for lake-front
housing (City Assessment roll).  With the re-routing of US-31 away from Ames/Cairn streets, after 1954, the
original commercial buildings changed to residential uses and the west end of Ames sprouted modern
commercial buildings where there had been housing or undeveloped land.

Contributing Elements
The buildings, structures and landscape elements meeting these criteria include:

· The streets laid out in the plats that were actually constructed and which survive
· The former Norwegian Lutheran church building, 145 Rivershore Drive
· Sacred Heart Catholic church, 143 Charles Street
· The Catholic church rectory, 143 Charles Street
· The Longfellow school building, Henry and Ames streets
· The former gas station and store buildings on Ames north of Henry Street
· Fire Hose House #2, Brand Street
· Sugar Maples and Black Locust trees along Brand and Center streets
· Dr. Smith's buildings on the old German picnic ground site (condominium and adjacent Sutton

property), Golf Course Lane
· The Oak-Beech grove on the old German picnic ground site, Golf Course Lane
· The Elk Rapids Golf Course
· White Birch Lodge, Meguzee Point Road
· Former Rainbow Gardens site, including remnants of cabins and sheds between State, Lake and Bass

streets
· Stone pillars along the south side of Ames Street between Brand and Henry streets
· Farm house, barns and stone foundations near Third Street and Green Acres Drive
· Pre-1930's housing between Rivershore and Center streets north of Third and south of Ames
· Pre-1930's housing north of Ames to the shore of Bass Lake
· The 'Sugar Bush' remnants within the mobile home park north of Lake Street
· The 45th Parallel Cairn at Kewadin and the Wandawood Resort, both north of town along the original

line of Cairn Highway.
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Chronology:
Pre-1840:      Prehistory and arrival of first white men

1812:         War of 1812 creates veterans and heirs to
be eventually compensated with land grants
in western territories

1839:             Arrival of   Rev. Peter Dougherty and Rev.
John Fleming  missionaries to the Native
Americans

1840:    Original land survey approved/accepted

1846-1870:    The age of settlement and pre-settlement forest
exploitation.

1847-1848:      First permanent settlers arrived in the area.
Abram S. Wadsworth, wife Martha, brother
in law Samuel Northam, and three children

1848 Spring:    William Wadsworth obtains U.S. Patent for
Lot 1, Section 20,  land adjacent to river
just upstream from Lake Michigan

1848:            Abram Wadsworth and Northam peel
hemlock bark sufficient to ship to mill in
Racine, Wis.

1850:            Wadsworth commences operation of picket
and lath mill later converted to saw mill

1850 and 1855:      Congress gradually entitled all men
(including officers) who had served for a
minimum of fourteen days in any American
war since 1775, and their survivors, to 160
acres of the public domain.

1851:       Matthew W. Birchard obtains U.S. Patent
for Lot 2, Section 20

1852:    Abram Wadsworth receives quick claim
deed to Lot 1, Section 20, laid out plat of
town which was then called Stevens
(Village Elk Rapids) sold lots for
  $25

1853   Lorenzo Y. B. Birchard obtains U.S. Patent
for Lots 2, 3, 6, Section 21

1853 April 25 the Township of Elk Rapids was
officially established as part of Grand
Traverse County It was later lled
Meguzee(an Indian word for Eagle.

1853     James Rankin began his Elk Rapids lumber
mills (2 of them) in 1853 until the panic in
1857

1853     Abram Wadsworth purchases 500 acres of
land north of village from L.Birchard

Wirt Dexter (Photo Source:  Elk
Rapids Historical Society)

Edwin Noble (Photo Source:  Elk
Rapids Historical Society)
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1853:     Abram Wadsworth sells mill and 500 acres of land north of village to James
Rankin

1853:    Wilt Dexter, Moulton Craw, and A. Wadsworth enter into a tri-copartnership to
begin a sawmill & lumber business with $4000.00 to purchase 1424 acres.

1854:    A. Wadsworth commences construction of second mill upstream from first, prior
to completion sells to M. Craw & Company

1854      Samuel W. Dexter obtains U.S. Patent for Lot 7, Section 21
1856:     Henry H. Noble moves to Elk Rapids to become managing partner of Dexter &

Noble
1856:      M. Craw & Company reorganized as the Dexter & Noble Co.
1856:    A. Wadsworth, working for Detroit Surveyor Generals Office, resurveys Town

29N, Range 9 W.
1866:     Edward Noble moves to Elk Rapids, is employed by Dexter & Noble
1868:     Edward Noble purchases one-quarter interest in Dexter & Noble Co. for

$112,000.

1856 Survey Map
(Source Elk Rapids Historical Society)
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1870-1914:   Boom age of industrialization and settlement
1872-73:     William F. Story, founder of the Chicago Times, became associated with Dexter

& Noble in organizing the Iron Company.  Elk Rapids Iron Company initiates
production (twenty-four tons pig iron per day, 20,000 cords wood annually

1874   Ames Street School opened.  It was built of red brick costing $10,600.
1881:    Edwin Noble plats the Village of East Elk Rapids
1882:     Iron Co. doubles production capacity and use of wood
1883:     Michael Nackerman purchases lot at 204 Brant Street from Edwin Noble, constructs

house which accommodated Sacred Heart Catholic Church services until the
church was constructed

1883:     Janet Craw plats Craw’s Addition to the Village of Elk Rapids
1886:     Catholic Church dedicated
1889:      Chemical works established as company separate from
   Iron Co.
1890:     March:  Mary L. Craw plats Craw’s Second Addition to the Village of Elk Rapids
1890:     May:  James E. Rankin plats Rankin’s Addition to East Elk Rapids
1892:     Fire Hose House #2 constructed on property donated by James Brand
1892      June:  James Brand, Anna Brand, Charles Durkee, Louise Durkee plat Brand and

Durkee’s Addition to east Elk Rapids
1893      January:  Henry Noble, Vice President Elk Rapids Iron Company plats Elk Rapids

Iron Company’s First Addition to East Elk Rapids
1897:     German Picnic Ground purchased “Arbiter Untestwrg Verein”, The German

Workingman’s Benefit Society of their annual “Monster Picnic”
1901:      Longfellow School constructed
1903:      Ulrich Remming acquires house on Ames St. on part of Brand Farm”

1914 - 1950: Resorts and Tourism
1914      Smith house converted to White Birch Lodge
1920:     Dr. Ferris Smith purchases German Picnic Grounds – builds health spa?
1922:     Land purchased for golf course
1926:     Mr. Burt DuRocher opens Rainbow Gardens to public with dance pavilion
1930:    Longfellow School closed
1935:      DuRocher constructs three overnight cottages and a filling station in connection

with Rainbow Gardens
1937:                Rainbow Garden’s cabins & Gas Station sold by C. B. Carver to Leddy

and Cornwell
1938:               Village Council approves sale of beer at Rainbow Gardens
1939:               Joseph Leddy sells cabins at Rainbow Gardens to Hill of Saginaw
1946:               Common Council revokes all privileges granted to Rainbow Gardens due to

complaints from neighbors
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1950 - 2009: East Elk Rapids - last half 20th, beginning 21 centuries
1950: Rivershore Addition to Elk Rapids platted
1953:     Cherryland School (originally high school) constructed
1954: Longfellow School reopened, used through 1960
1958: Lakeland School constructed Elk Rapids High School Constructed Infill

residential development
1996: Lakeland Place subdivision platted

Land Grants for Veterans
In 1776, the Continental Congress devised the nation's first program of veterans' land entitlements, promising
land to officers and soldiers serving in the Continental Army for the duration of the Revolution. Acreage was
determined by military rank, and claims had to be located in western military districts established by the
government. George Washington and other leaders believed that sending veterans to settle the frontier would
encourage Native Americans to relinquish their territory and migrate to the far west. However, many
Revolutionary veterans eager to realize their benefits sold their land certificates to speculators for cash long
before 1796, when the Fourth U.S. Congress finally established a military district in Ohio.
The failure of military land warrants to bring about western settlement did not deter Congress from creating new veterans' land
entitlements before, during, and after subsequent wars. Laws enacted in 1811 and 1814 created (and then increased the size of) land
grants for soldiers and noncommissioned army officers serving in the War of 1812.

That men enlisting late in the war received more land than those who served longer was a source of conflict, as
was the fact that the army's officers (and naval veterans) were not entitled to land at all. The officers lobbied
Congress intensely into the 1830s but could not convince a majority that they were deserving of benefits, even
when disability and poverty were added as qualifying criteria. Army officers were again passed over when
Congress voted to offer land grants to veterans of the Mexican War. However, within laws enacted between
1850 and 1855, Congress gradually entitled all men (including officers) who had served for a minimum of
fourteen days in any American war since 1775, and their survivors, to 160 acres of the public domain. Men who
served in Union forces in the Civil War believed themselves deserving of military land grants, but they received
only the same acreage promised to ordinary citizens under the Homestead Act of 1862.  ADVANCE \d 5
Veterans' Benefits from Americans at War. Copyright © 2001-2006 by Macmillan Reference USA, an imprint
of the Gale Group. All rights reserved.

Meguzee Lodge (Source: Elk Rapids Historical Society)

16



1856 Plat Map with Names of First Owners
(Source: Elk Rapids Historical Society)

Land Patents and early owners
As discussed above the first land patents in the East Elk Rapids area went to Rankin, Wadsworth, and Page.
The remaining government lot, number four was acquired by Wirt Dexter and Henry Noble in 1866.

Steven Page clearly was in the business of acquiring and reselling land and not in the business of exploiting its
natural resources or its occupation.  The following is an abstract of land transactions related to the lands
acquired by Page in Section 28, [Meguzee Point] which illustrates how the lands changed hands and came into
the ownerships illustrated in the 1897 and 1910 plat books, as well as the current ownership. It provides insight
into the removal of the pre-settlement vegetation and the use of the property for farms.

May 1, 1858         - U. S. Government patent to Stephen F. Page
March 7, 1856   - Stephen & Mary Anne Page to Abram Wadsworth - $500.00
August 1, 1858         -  Abram & Martha Wadsworth to John S. Barker - $600.00
November 25, 1858        -     John & Almira Baker to Dexter and Noble - $400.00
July 15, 1859    -  Stephen & Mary Page sell other property to Dexter and Noble - $5.00
August 23, 1864       -  Dexter& Noble sell to Rudolf Scherer - $853.00
June 16, 1868        -    Rudolf Scherer sells to Conrad Banninger - $700.00
April 24, 1875       - Conrad Banninger sells to Casper and Louise Schuler
December 18, 1882       -     Land deeded to Barbara Schuler Hogan and Patrick Hogan
$1.00
February 15, 1884       -  Patrick Hogan assigns interest in land to Barbara Hogan. (Barbara Hogan marries

Isaac Daw)
December 9, 1892        -      Barbara Hogan Daw sells to William H. Sears. - $1,500.00
August 4, 1913       -      William H. Sears sells to Dan Culman and Michael Hahner -

$6,000.00
April 2, 1923        -      Culman & Hahner sell to Louis & Renzella Muller - $15,000
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August 24, 1931        -      Peoples Savings Bank Forecloses on
Mullers

October 31, 1931       -      Peoples savings Bank transferrs to First
People’s State Bank

February 24, 1933       -      First Peoples State Bank sells to Dr Ferris
and Florence B. Smith

$1.00
September 20, 1943        -      Dr Ferris and Florence B. Smith sell to

Earle and Geraldine    Gilmore - $6,850.00
October 28, 1957        -      Earle and Geraldine Gilmore sell to

Russell and Aileen    MacKenzie
July 19, 1958         -      Russell and Aileen MacKenzie sell to Cliff
and Ruby Conrad

Removal of the pre-settlement vegetation – transition to farming
The preceding information demonstrates Dexter and Noble owned
significant holdings in the East Elk Rapids area.  The lands covered in the
above abstract were held by them from 1858 to 1864.  In as much as
Dexter and Noble were users of timber, it is most likely they removed the
pre-settlement hardwood tree cover for their ventures.

Following the mid 1860's, after the land was cleared, the land was
converted to farms.  The area, as did the Nation, suffered through a deep
depression during the late seventies and early eighties.  (Noble Memories
- Pg. 6.)   Percy Noble writing in Noble Memories talks of the farms in
the East Elk Rapids area as well as those to the north as they existed in
the 1880's: “Out north of town, the first farm was the Brands’, I think,
now mostly taken up by the golf grounds, then the Neffeneger farm, then
Mr. Gate’s farm, and nothing else until you reached Indian Town.”
(Kewadin) “Out towards Hogan’s Point there were a few farms, small of
course, for that beautiful little peninsula didn’t warrant big farms.  I think
Spinner had the one closest in, Gribbi down by the lake, and then
Hogan’s with its beautiful grove of hardwoods which was a favorite place
for picnics.”

Other than for the subdivided areas of East Elk Rapids, the farm
landscape remained with little alteration until approximately 1950 when
the Rivershore Addition to Elk Rapids was platted, small lot residential
land uses began to develop along the water and the Elk Rapids schools
began the construction of their complex of buildings in 1953 with the
construction of Cherryland School.

1897 plat map (Photos source: Elk
Rapids Historical Society)

1910 plat map (Photos source: Elk
Rapids Historical Society)
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Platting of Subdivisions and Related Development

The first plat on the east side of the river was filed by Edwin Noble in January of 1881. Noble was one of the
partners in the Elk Rapids Iron Company and it appears that this may have been an attempt to provide locations
for housing close to the plant.  This was the “Plat of the Village of East Elk Rapids”.  It was laid out south of
what became Ames Street, which in the plat is labeled 'First Street'. The plat is about 1,900 feet north to south
and 660 feet east to west. Most of the lots measure 132 feet by 252 feet.  These are large parcels for that period
when the typical city lot was sixty-six feet by 132 feet. Center Street was and remains the central spine of this
plat with Brand Street laid out as the eastern edge and Furnace Street (now Rivershore Drive) as the western
edge.  Second Street was begun as the east-west center of this plat and Third Street the southern edge.  In 1883
a house was constructed on 204 Brand Street at the corner of Second Street (Historic Tour of Elk Rapids).
Many of the lots on Brand and Center streets were built on prior to 1914.  Also in 1883, the Catholic
community of Elk Rapids began plans to construct a new church on a small parcel of land to the east of this
plat.

1967Aerial Oblique across Meguzee Peninsula
(Source: Elk Rapids Historical Society)
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The next plat to be filed was in 1883 by Janet Craw, the widow of one of the early lumber mill partners. ‘Craw's
Addition to the Village of Elk Rapids' is north of Ames Street and east of Brand Street. The northern edge of
this plat was what eventually became Lake Street. The on-line copy of this plat in the state archives has the
original name of this street crossed out and “Buckley” is written in, but that is clearly erroneous. The north-
south streets were First (renamed Charles), Second (renamed Washington) and Third (renamed Bass).  In
between these streets there were four north-south alleys.  Ames Street takes an angle north at the mid-point of
this plat and the name is changed to State Road. Most of these lots measured about eighty-five feet wide by 132
feet deep.  Many of these lots were built upon prior to 1914.

The next development was 'Craw's Second Addition to the Village of Elk Rapids'. This plat was east of State
Road and north of Buckley Street.  The west edge was School Street and it includes Wilber Street and Ojibwa
Street as well as three alleys.  The majority of these lots were 50 feet wide by 154 feet deep and Mary Craw
filed this plat in 1890. The eastern boundary street does not seem to have ever existed.  Also in 1890, James
Rankin filed 'Rankin's Addition to East Elk Rapids'. The Rankin plat included the area west of Furnace
(Rivershore) and ran from Lake Street (which was platted as Lindsay Street) south across Ames Street for about
1,000 feet.  It included a number of streets south of Ames, which do not appear to have ever been constructed.
This plat would have directly abutted the iron works on the west.  The lots vary quite a bit but most seem to
have measured 58 feet by 150 feet with the lots along Ames measuring only 50 feet wide. The Swedish
Lutheran Church and Norwegian Church were built in this plat as well as a number of vernacular houses along
Furnace Street and Ames Street.

In 1892, James and Anna Brand and Charles and Louise Durkee filed their plat addition to East Elk Rapids
(Brand and Durkee's Addition).  This plat included land around the Sacred Heart Catholic Church, which was
completed in this year (Bay Breezes, churches).  The Brand's donated land for Fire Hose Station #2 within this
plat  (Historic Tour File). Brand and Durkee's plat runs south of First Street (Ames) and east of Brand Street,
north of Third Street and includes Charles Street, Henry Street, Kent Street and has Park Street as the east edge.
The plat also extends along the south side of Buckley Street. The lots vary considerably, with some as narrow as
33 feet and a number over 160 feet wide. Only the lots along Buckley Street seem to have been built upon prior
to 1950.

The last plat to be filed in this part of Elk Rapids was the 'Plat of the Elk Rapids Iron Company's First Addition
to East Elk Rapids'.  This is a small plat lying between First Street (Ames), Brand Street, Furnace Street
(Rivershore), and Lindsay Street (Lake), with Fairbanks Street running east-west through the middle. The lots
are small, 50 feet wide by 132 feet deep. This was the site of the Rainbow Gardens as well as a number of
single-family dwellings and several businesses.
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Resorts & Tourism

Tourism came early to the Elk Rapids area.  It was as a tourist that Wirt
Dexter became acquainted with the area.  Within the Index to Judge
Samuel William Dexter by Norma McAllister, the following is found:

(“Excerpts from a letter written by Judge Dexter January 17, 1854, to his
nephew Gordon Dexter,......”)   “We would like to see you and we
would invite you and your wife to Michigan - If you will look
upon the map of this state you might see Grand Traverse near the
northwest corner of Michigan - there we expect to stay next
summer, visiting the little interior lakes which have their outlet
there.  This is a pretty spot - Wirt was there last autumn- it is
about 100 miles this side of Lake Mackinaw - there is an old
Chippewa establishment there - we expect to take possession of
the deserted house and keep house after a fashion and hunt and
fish-glorious fishing- “

Note: Judge Samuel William Dexter was the founder of Dexter Michigan and the father
of Wirt Dexter of Dexter & Noble

Perch Noble writes in Noble Memories about times in the 1880s:

“Mr. Dwyer was the host at the Lake View Hotel at the height of
popularity of Elk Rapids as a summer resort.  It was filled with
guests all during the season and the town was gay all summer
long, not the raucous gaiety of the present age, but a kind of
spontaneous gaiety of pleasure loving people who know good
living and had cast aside their business worries for the time being.
As there wasn’t any radio and only limited phone and telegraph
communications and mails only once a day, their business was far
away.”

The advent of the automobile brought change to how people spent their
leisure time and the type of resort accommodations, which addressed
their needs.  The auto accessible cabin resort evolved from the earlier
resort hotel concept.  This evolution can be seen in the early development
of the resort at Meguzee Point.
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White Birch Lodge as a resort dates back to 1913.  The following accounts
related to the resort were reported in the local paper during 1913 - 1914.
(From Bay Breezes)

May 01, 1913  For Sale—Biggest bargain in Northern Michigan resort
property yet offered—Sears Point on Elk Lake, containing thirty-
three acres at about half its actual value. With the place goes the
furniture in the house, tools, wagons, launch, row boat, etc.—an
ideal home and it is well located should one care to make it a
resort—about ten acres in woods. Inquire at Progress office for
terms and full particulars. The owner desires to dispose of this at
once and offers it at a great sacrifice.

June 05, 1913  The Culmans, Dan's father and children, have bought Sears
Point and will open up a summer resort and entertain summer
boarders, providing all their plans go through. This move is a boon
to Elk Rapids because the Culmans know how to do those things
successfully.

July 24, 13  Dan Culman and Mike Hahner closed the deal Monday that
makes them sole owners of Cedar Point, for which they have been
negotiating for some time with Mr. Sears who owned the property
for the past twenty years, and who made it the beauty spot it is.
There is no point on the lakes so beautifully located and so ideally
beautiful as Cedar Point. On its thirty-three acres may be found the
forest in its primeval freshness, woods from which all underbrush
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has been removed, with winding paths, shady lawns, rustic arbors,
tillable fields and orchards of fruit. The new proprietors will begin
at once planning extensive improvements. They will enlarge the
cottage and build others; will build a dock on the river front for
the large lake boats, and construct a walk and drive leading to the
grounds, and next year they will open the resort that will
accommodate many people, who will be served from one main
dining room in the present building.  We believe these are the two
best men in the town to take hold of such an enterprise, and we
predict and hope that abundant success may attend their efforts.

Sept. 11, 1913   Culman & Hahner closed the contest for naming
their new resort last evening. A number of names were submitted
but the one chosen was Meguzee—the original name of Antrim
County, and was submitted by Miss Grace LaForge and H.J.
Briggs. The committee to choose consisted of Messrs. Walker,
Beach and Rob Williams.

Jan. 15, 1914   The carpenters commence this week with the finishing
work at the Leszynski camp equipment worth $10,000.

May 07, 1914   A few days ago we made a visit to the Culman & Hahner
resort at Meguzee Point and were shown about the grounds and
through the buildings by Dan Culman. For months—In fact since
last fall— improvements and building operations have been
carried on and a force of men have been kept busy since early last
fall. A new dining hall and kitchen with apartment above has been
put up adjacent to the lodge on the east and another apartment
building is being completed back in the grove. A garage for the
accommodation of several autos is being erected. The underbrush
has been cut out of the grove, walks laid, a dock is being
constructed for the larger boats. Much remains to be done before
the resort can be opened to the public, but when it is well under
way in the future, it is going to be one of the pleasantest spots in
all northern Michigan to spend a few weeks during the hot
weather of summer.
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In 1919 the following was reported:

July 24, 1919   Meguzee Resort fed fifty-five people at dinner Sunday.
Manger Hahner reports he has more applications than he can
accommodate because of the scarcity of help. The same condition
exists with all our resorts. We hear F.E. Miller will add two new
cottages at his resort and Elk Lake Inn will do some building. Our
resort business is developing nicely for the first season in the
resort association. We shall expect better things next year.

By the late 1920s and into the 1930s resort recreational facilities were
developing along the Ames St - State Highway corridor including the
construction of Rainbow Gardens which was accompanied by the
construction of cabins and a gas station in 1937.  Cabin clusters along the
Ames St. corridor are distinctly visible on the 1983 provisional edition of
the U.S.G.S Elk Rapids Quadrangle.

Ice

The bodies of water around Elk Rapids were harvested for their ice every
winter. The ice was then stored in ice houses and delivered in the summer
months to keep food and drinks cold. Apparently there were two types of
ice available in the area. An article from the Traverse City Herald
explains the difference between Bass Lake ice and Elk Lake ice.

“Bass Lake water is muddy and the land about is swampy. The lake is
full of weeds and logs. Water is not purified by freezing, so the ice from
this lake is only used for cooling beer. To cool beer it is not necessary to
place the ice into the keg or bottle, as our friends of the Herald well
know. The Bass Lake ice is put into ice houses under which are large
cellars, and in these cellars are large vats capable of holding hundreds of
barrels of beer. After the beer is manufactured it is stored in these cellars,
which are kept very cold, by the ice houses above, before being drawn off
in kegs and barrels. The ice in Elk Lake is clear and beautiful, as the
water is also. For ice water and other household purposes this ice is used
because of its wholesomeness.” (Feb. 19, 1886)

USGS Map East Elk Rapids

Today you can still
see the difference in
the water quality of

Bass Lake
compared to the

other water sources.
(Googlemaps.com)
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Leveling the Lake

On September 27, 1906 residents came in front of the common council with a petition to lower the surface
water level of Bass Lake. The reason for the lowering was for health reasons. The residents on the east side had
a high rate of sickness than on the west side. The cause of the sickness was due to the stagnant water in the low
lands surrounding the lake. Engineers quoted that the lake could be lowered for as little as $125 and the results
of the lowering were invaluable. The residents also wanted to redirect the refuse from the chemical plant from
dumping into the river and direct it to Bass Lake which would eventually dumb into the bay.

The dumping of refuse in the river had a major impact on the number of fish in the area. The residents were
hoping that with the refuse redirected, the fish population would return. After four years of politicking, the
village agreed to dig a ditch 600 feet long from the lake to the bay. The result brought down the level of the
lake, drying up the low land areas and ultimately allowing for the land surrounding the lake to become desirable
properties for homes.

Vacation Village

On June 24, 1965, the village council granted a permit to Joseph Kadrovach to construct a trailer park on his
Bass Lake property. This property and trailer park would later become known as Vacation Village. According
to a local historian, Adam Schuler, the property was originally used as a sugar bush for the Billeaux Family
Farm. The property is adjacent to a farmhouse and barn that is currently being used for other uses than farming.
The property is riddled with large maples throughout. The maples have been untouched and create a wonderful
canopy for hot summer days.
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Infill, schools, and contemporary commercial development

The advent of the Interstate Highway System in the 1956 resulted in the phenomena known as the suburbs.
This type of development did not pass by the small, up state, Elk Rapids community.  The open lots in the
subdivisions and the farmlands in East Elk Rapids were ripe for the construction of suburban style ranch houses
and single level schools.  The Lakeland School was constructed in 1958 followed by the Elk Rapids high school
in _______.  New or significantly updated year round and seasonal residences infilled river and lake shore lots
as well as inland lots along Meguzee  Point. Road.

By the 1990s the cabin resort as a form of tourist accommodation was in decline.  The Ames St. corridor was no
longer a particularly viable location for transient tourist accommodations.  Cabins were either converted into
small rentable residences or were removed.  Lacking other locations within the village for new businesses,
offices, banks, a super market type store became the new expression of corridor land use.

Contemporary Business – Ames St.

Elk Rapids High School
inch
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Commercial History of Ames Street

Intersection of Ames Street and Rivershore Drive
By 1889, John Couturier had a meat market which dealt in “fresh and salt meats, eggs, butter, poultry, etc… His
fresh meats [were] all home killed and dressed (Bay Breezes, January 1889).” Furthermore, it appears Couturier
also dealt in hides as he was reported to offer the “highest price…for all kinds of hides (Bay Breezes, January
1889).” This was the only meat shop in East Elk Rapids at the time and was adjoined by a grocery store run by
Andrew Jordan. The market was located on the southeastern corner of lot 25, which was the northwest corner of
the intersection of Ames Street and Rivershore Drive (Sanborn Map, 1895). In 1895, it is reported that “James
R. Vernier…purchased a half interest in the East Elk Rapids meat market (Bay Breezes, September 1895).”

Adjoining Couturier’s meat shop was a grocery store run by Andrew Jordan. Jordan dealt in “staple and fancy
groceries” and offered free delivery (Bay Breezes, August 1896). Jordan’s grocery store was located in the
Southwestern corner of lot 27 (Sanborn Map, 1895).

By 1900, Jordan’s grocery was a saloon with Couturier’s meat shop still remaining in the adjoining building
(Sanborn Map, 1900). In 1902, a liquor license is bought by a Peter Johnson for a frame building on the north
side of Ames Street in East Elk Rapids lending credence to the location and suggesting that Peter Johnson was
the owner (Bay Breezes, January 1902). In addition, plans for “a new ice house and cold storage on the lot
adjoining the saloon” were announced in November 1907 by “P.C. Johnson and E.E. Rowe of the east side
saloon (Bay Breezes, November 1907).” However, this conflicts with the June 1907 Sanborn Map, which
already lists the saloon adjoining Couturier’s meat market as being a shoe store.

Sanborn
Map of
1895

showing
the

northwest
corner
of the

intersection
of Ames

Street and
Rivershore

Drive
(courtesy of
Elk Rapids
Historical
Society).
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It is unclear how the ownership of the meat shop changed hands after
1902 (the last time it is found to be referred to as Couturier’s). In
September of 1911 “John Gilbertson…sold the east side meat market
to John Couturier and son Lawrence (Bay Breezes, September 1911).”
It could be that Couturier had been renting the property from
Gilbertson until he purchased it in 1911, or Couturier could have sold
his store to Gilbertson around 1902 and bought it back in 1911. In any
case, the meat shop was closed by the Couturiers in July 1913 because
operations had been suspended at the furnace (Bay Breezes, July
1913).

Since the furnace ceased operations in 1915 it is unclear if the
Couturier’s meat shop was ever reopened. However, by the 1928 the
meat shop and its building were gone (Sanborn Map, 1928). The once
adjoining shoe shop building remained, but was listed simply as a
store.

Intersection of Ames Street and Center Street
A grocery store was opened at the southwest corner of Ames Street and
Center Street between 1895 and 1900 (Sanborn Maps, 1895 and 1900).
The store was closed and the building torn down sometime between
1907 and 1928 (Sanborn Maps, 1907 and 1928).

Sanborn Map of 1900 showing the
northwest corner of the

 intersection of Ames Street and
Rivershore Drive

(Courtesy of Elk Rapids Historical
Society).

Sanborn Map of 1907 showing the
northwest corner of the

intersection of Ames Street and
Rivershore Drive

(Courtesy of Elk Rapids
Historical Society).

Sanborn Map of 1928
northwest corner of
the intersection of
Ames Street and
Rivershore Drive
(Courtesy of Elk
Rapids Historical

Society).
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Intersection of Ames Street and Rivershore Drive (Furnace)
By 1895 there was a second grocery store in East Elk Rapids on the southwest corner of the intersection of
Ames Street and Rivershore Drive, then called Furnace (Sanborn Map, 1895). In August of 1896, Charles
Mickelson had already been established “for over three years…at his old stand on the east side (Bay Breezes,
August 1896).” He was listed as a “dealer in groceries, notions, etc… [who] carries a fine assortment of staple
groceries, notions of all descriptions, cigars and tobaccos, temperance drinks etc (Bay Breezes, August 1896).”
This property could have been Mickelson’s store.

The property was still a grocery store in 1900 (Sanborn Map, 1900). However, in July 1903, Charles A. Carr &
Son from Alanson were operating “a grocery store in the Mickelson building on the east side of the river (Bay
Breezes, July 1903).” By 1907 the property was a vacant store (Sanborn Map, 1907). A store was reopened
sometime before 1928 in the building (Sanborn Map, 1928).

Left:  Sanborn  Map of 1900

Right:  Sanborn Map of 1907

SW  Intersection  of  Ames Street
and Center  Street (Courtesy of
Elk  Rapids Historical  Society).

Left:  Sanborn Map of 1895

Right:  Sanborn Map of 1900

Showing southwest corner of the
intersection of Ames Street and
Rivershore Drive

(Courtesy of Elk Rapids
Historical Society)
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Sometime after 1928 a service station, restaurant, and cabins were opened north of Ames Street at its
intersection with Rivershore Drive.

Left:  Sanborn Map
of 1907

Right:  Sanborn
Map of 1928

Southwest corner
of the intersection
of Ames Street and
Rivershore Drive
(Courtesy of Elk
Rapids Historical
Society)

1. Looking north at the
intersection of Ames Street and
Rivershore Drive at where Art’s
Sinclair Service, Cabins and
Restaurant were. (Courtesy of
Elk Rapids Historical Society).

2. Looking north at the
intersection of Ames Street and
Rivershore Drive at where Art’s
Sinclair Service, Cabins and
Restaurant were - current view.
(Courtesy of Elk Rapids
Historical Society).

1.

2.
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Rainbow Gardens

1. “Art’s Sinclair Service -
Cabins and Restaurant.”
(Courtesy of Elk Rapids
Historical Society).

2. Surviving renovated cabins
from Art’s Sinclair Cabins
(Photo by Matthew Daly).

1.

2.
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In June 1926 Rainbow Gardens formally opened to the public and becomes popular with locals and resorters
alike. The new building erected by owner Mr. Bert DuRocher was “a large and airy dance pavilion [which
could] seat as many as two hundred comfortably (Bay Breezes, June 1926).” In the mid-1930s, DuRocher built
overnight cottages and a gas station near the property (Bay Breezes, August 1935).

Judging by the way in which Rainbow Gardens changed hands, it must have been a problematic property to
own and run. This was underscored in October of 1946 when the Common Council revoked “all privileges
granted to Rainbow Gardens by permit of license due to complaints from neighbors and the Michigan State
Police (Bay Breezes, October 1946).” At that time, then owner Willis A. Burkholder was notified to cease
operation at Rainbow Garden (Bay Breezes, October 1946). Today the property is Pearl’s Restaurant.

Sanborn Map of 1928 showing
Rainbow Gardens

(Courtesy of Elk Rapids Historical
Society).

Over the next decade the property switched hands a number of
times. Shortly after DuRoucher built his cabins, C.B. Carver
bought the property. In the late 1930s Carver sold Rainbow
Gardens with its cabins and gas station to Joseph D. Leddy and
Ray L. Cornell, who owned a gasoline storage in Charlevoix (Bay
Breezes, July 1937). Leddy and Cornell renovated the property
and obtained the necessary permission from the village to sell and
consume beer there (Bay Breezes, July 1937 and May 1938). By
1940, the cabins of Rainbow Gardens passed into the hands of a
Mr. Hill of Saginaw (Bay Breezes, May 1939)

The Golfside Cabins, formerly
the Rainbow Garden Cabins
(circa 1940). Notice that“Hill’s”
is blacked out (referring to
one time owner Mr. Hill from
Saginaw). This suggests how
quickly the Rainbow Gardens
property changed hands
around this time.
(Courtesy of Elk Rapids
Historical Society).
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 Intersection of Ames Street and Henry
Street

 Sometime after 1928, the Elliott’s opened
a gas station, store, and cabins north of
Ames Street near its intersection with

Henry Street.

1. Rainbow
Garden
(Courtesy of Elk
Rapids Historical
Society).

2. Pearl’s
Restaurant
(Photo by
Matthew Daly)

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

3. Elliott’s Gas Station Cabins near the intersection of Ames Street
(Old US 31) and Henry Street. (Courtesy of Elk Rapids Historical
Society).

4 and 5. Elliott’s Gas Station and Cabins (Photos by Matthew Daly)
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Intersection of Ames Street and Old Street
On the north side of Ames Street near its intersection with Old Street, cabins were built sometime after 1928.
These were named LeRoux’s Cabins and later Sunnyside Cabins. The cabins were removed from the site when
the present day Blue Herron was built.
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A. Area north of Ames Street corridor and Cairn Highway to Bass Lake.

Land Use
The current use of the land located between Ames St. and Bass Lake, excluding properties along Ames, is all
residential, infrastructure use, and second or summer residents. The dwellings range from mobile homes and
vacation cabins to single and multi-family homes. The current zoning of the study area supports the current and
historical land uses.

Spatial Organization
The spatial organization of this study area, west of Bass and South of Lake streets was establish as a grid of
village size lots in the Craws and The Elk Rapids Iron Co. Additions. The streets and lots within these additions
have the typical north- south orientation and are consistent with lots in the other interior plats if the East Elk
Rapids area.  North of Lake St., along Bass Lake the lots line the lakeshore.  In the eastern area of A, north of
Lake Street and east of Ames St. are a trailer park and the Golf View Development.  In the mobile home park
the streets follow a north/south grid within a mature wood lot.  The street structure in the Golf View
development is curvilinear with a typical contemporary site condominium arrangement of buildings

Cluster Arrangement
Clustering is prevalent in the dwellings in Vacation Village. The mobile homes are on small lots yielding the
highest density of dwellings in the study area. The mobile homes are located so as not to disturb the cluster of
Maples on the property. Other tree clusters are found along the residential streets and alleyways. There is also a
great use of wetland type vegetation along the shore of Bass Lake and as landscaping.

Topography
The topography of the area is generally flat with little to no change in elevation.

Vegetation
There is a great deal of wetland grasses that grow along the shore of Bass Lake. Ornamental grasses are used as
landscaping in the alleyway behind Pearl’s and in resident’s yards. Throughout the study area are numerous
mature deciduous trees and cedars. The trees are mostly used as yard landscaping and barriers along alleyways
and streets. There are rows of sugar maples through out Vacation Village.

Circulation
Lake Street runs East and West along the southern end of Bass Lake both starting and terminating at Ames St.
Ames St runs slightly southeast/northwest about half way across the top of Meguzee Peninsula. At Henry Street
it turns northeast/southwest to eventually become Cairn Highway. The only other East-West street is Fairbank
which is a block long located between Rivershore and Brand. Streets running north and south in the study area
include Rivershore Dr. and Brand St., which continue south of Ames St.  Brand, Iroquois, Washington, and
Bass streets are contained between Lake and Ames streets.

Although circulation is dominated by streets and the automobile, the study area has some notable cues that
show the area’s year round usage. Along the shores of the lake lie multiple docks with boats. Bass Lake is land
locked; as a result boating on the lake is strictly for recreation, including fishing.  Along Lake St. there is
signage designating a snowmobile route. Due to the time of year this survey was completed, there is no other
evidence, which suggests the usage of the snowmobile route.

The dirt alleyways of the neighborhood are used regularly. Many of the residents use the alley for parking,
driveways, and walkways. The position of the homes located along Fairbanks St. face toward the lake with
drives and garages fronting the street.
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Views and vistas
The tree-lined side streets to the north of Ames Street provide views towards Bass Lake. Brush and cottages
lining the lake down every street but Brand Street block the view of Bass Lake. At the end of Brand St. is a
public pocket park and boat access. There are tables and benches for the public to sit at and enjoy the view of
Bass Lake. In Vacation Village there is a quasi-public area behind a hedgerow with benches facing towards the
west.

Buildings and Structures
Located along the alley and Bass St., behind Pearl’s, are the remnants of the Joseph (Joe) and Geargianne
Billadeaux, farmstead, including a farm house, barn, and other accessory buildings. There are additional historic
wood frame homes located throughout the neighborhood. In Vacation Village there are at least two-dozen
mobile homes. There are buildings remaining from the resort cabin groups, which were located along Ames St.,
some of which are still in use today. There is a recently constructed pump station located along Lake St.

Small Scale Features
Typical small-scale features found in a community such as Elk Rapids exist in this area. There include street
signs, fire hydrants, sewers, power lines, and street poles. There is an interesting flagpole in the center of a lot
near the intersection of Ames Street and Washington Street. There is another interesting flagpole located at 111
Washington. At the public access on Bass Lake there are picnic tables, grills, and benches. Over at the Vacation
Village Lake access there is an archway signifying the break in the hedgerow. Other small-scale features in the
area include an owl on a pole, benches, and bird feeders.

Archaeological Resources
There is no immediate indication of any archaeological resources. However, it is known that Native Americans
inhabited the area. Little archeological research has been conducted in the area. Therefore, further research and
archaeological studies should be conducted.

B.  Platted area in the vicinity of the former Lutheran churches south of Ames Street to Third,
between the former iron company site(Furnace Street) to the mid-block between Brand and Charles
streets.

Land Use
The area of Rivershore St. to Charles contains single-family residential homes on small typical village lots.
There are homes along the river with occasional vegetative spaces still remaining where the industrial area was
located.  This neighborhood remains popular because the schools moved to this side of town along with being a
prime area for those who enjoy water, i.e. fishing, boating, etc.

Photos
by:

Sally
Frye
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Spatial Organization
This entire area is a peninsula surrounded by Elk River to the West leading to Grand Traverse Bay/Lake
Michigan.  Elk Lake is to the East.  Bass Lake is to the north.  Ames St. is the axis road from which all of the
other residential streets run off of.  The main streets into this residential neighborhood run north/south in a
typical grid pattern.  There are a few short cross streets that connect the north/south streets that are not in any
particular pattern.  The only through street that crosses the entire peninsula is Third St. at the most northern end
of this section.

Topography
Elk Rapids, Michigan sits 650 ft. above sea level.  The East Elk Rapids village area is within a peninsula
surrounded by Bass Lake to the north, Elk River to the west and Elk Lake to the south and east.  The elevation
along the perimeter of the point and from Ames St. north to Bass Lake is 501 to 600 ft.  The center of the
peninsula’s elevation ranges from 701 to 800 ft.  The majority of this area has a 0-2% slope rising to a 6-12%
slope along the eastern edge that sits on Elk Lake.  A 2-6% thin ridge rises starting on southern end of Center
St. and curves down to the bottom southern edge of the highest elevation area along Elk Lake.

Vegetation
There are a few remains of tree lines that had been used as farming windbreaks.

The families that built their homes in this area, lined their streets and yards with non-native trees which are now
considered” invasive species.”    These included Norway maples, red maples, black walnut, black locust and
others. These have grown large and have branches hanging over the streets providing a beautiful canopy and
create a unique atmosphere to the old neighborhood.

Most of the homes sit on grassed lots.   They have a variety of small shrubs and other foundation plantings
surrounding them.  Shrubs included burning bushes, cotoneasters, yews, junipers and others.  Many homes have
garden spaces planted with perennials, annuals and ornamental grasses.  Garden plants observed included iris,
daylilies, roses, Russian sage, coreopsis and many others.  Especially along Elk River there were several lots
unplanted, that contain native and non-native wildflowers, vines and undergrowth with small numbers of larger
trees overhead.

Source: Antrim Co. GIS
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Circulation
The primary access to this section of Meguzee peninsula is today via the county road of Ames Street(once the
primary State trunk line north to Mackinac)   The main trunk highway wound through the village of Elk Rapids
and made a sharp turn to the east going across the river following Ames Street which became the commercial
strip supporting the homes and families.  Grid-like streets developed off of Ames with the primary streets
running north/south with short east/west connectors between forming the subdivisions.  Homes lines these
streets and most had short driveways, some paved and some gravel that often lead to garages or sheds.  There
are no paved sidewalks.  Most pedestrians ran, walked or biked along the cinder or grassed areas beside the
roadways.  The Meguzee Peninsula is surrounded by lakes and rivers which encouraged personal watercraft
transportation for recreation and perhaps some small scale cargo and supplies transport.   Small recreational
power and fishing boats, small sailboats, canoes, kayaks, and Seadoos are used along Elk Lake and Elk River.

Views and Vistas
There are very few naturally occurring views except at the end of 3rd Street out onto Elk River(see above).  As
you walk back on Third St. towards the housing at the southern end of Center St. there is a slight bluff with a
wonderful view of the old homes along Center.  From Center looking south there is a slight view of Elk River
but mostly they look onto a large natural wooded area.

Photo by  Sally Frye

Buildings and Structures

39



A majority of the homes from Rivershore to Charles are from the late 1800’s to early 1900’s.  There are a
variety of styles ranging from gabled ell, upright- and-wing, Cape Cod, and side gabled.

Photos by Sally Frye

Three homes in this area have plaques designating them historic homes as part of the Elk Rapids Historical
Society program.  208 Center was built in 1883, 235 Center in 1901 and the Nackerman home on 204 Brand
1884.

235  Center
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Also of historic significance is the remaining Norwegian Church built in 1892.  Across the street was a Swedish
Church built in 1884.  The latter was torn down in 1930.

Elk Rapids Fire Station 2 was built in 1892 at 115 Brand St.  Behind it is an old house/barn.  In the yard beside
it is a picket fence enclosed garden area with scarecrow. There is a shed behind a historic home that was built in
1883 on Center St. and the other behind a farmhouse on the corner of Rivershore and Third St. A small
outhouse still remains behind a corner house.

Source: Elk Rapids Historical Society

Photos by Sally Frye
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Small Scale Features
There are many small-scale features in this subdivision.   There are sidewalks lining the streets along Center to
Charles.  The larger lots had driveways leading to garages but some areas of the older homes required owners to
park on the streets.  Stop signs are at each corner.  There are hydrants on several of the corners.

Telephone wires are above ground on poles.  There are also small green utility boxes on various corners.

One home has a black decorative old style mailbox along the street.  Other mailboxes were painted or plain
along the street. Many homes had decorative cement garden feature, stepping-stones.  A few homes had rod
iron fences and a few had white picket fences

Archaeological Resources
There was no evidence of any archaeological resources.

Photo by  Sally Frye

Photos by Sally Frye

42



C.   The entire area of Meguzee Point south of Third Street.

Land Use
The Antrim County “Current Property Class map for the Meguzee point area includes three property class
designations, residential, commercial, and institutional which illustrate the land use for the area. Residential
development is nearly continuous along the waters edge of the river and lake.  Inland residential development if
found east of Riverside Dr. and Meguzee Pt. Rd. In addition there are a few scattered residences on the south
side of E. Third St.

The White Birch Lodge resort complex, excluding the associated condominium residences south of Meguzee
Pt. Rd. is designated commercial.  The Baptist Church and Elk Rapids High School properties are designated
institutional.

Antrim Co. Current Property Class Map

Kelly Residence, Meguzee Pt. Rd.   Photo:  Gerry Harsch
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There remains a significant amount of open space interior to the block of land bounded by Riverside Dr., E.
Third, and Meguzee Pt. Rd.  This includes land owned by the Baptist Church, Elk Rapids Schools, Silver Birch
Lodge, and associated with the Kelly residence.  High school athletic fields take up a large part of this area.



Spatial Organization
Meguzee Point is a peninsular land area of approximately Two Hundred (200) acres bounded on the west, south
and east by the waters of the Elk River, (west) and Elk Lake (south & east).  The residential areas reflect their
proximity to the waters edge or the road element of the circulation system.   The interior of the peninsula has
significant areas of open land, historically used as farmland, now used for high school athletic fields or in
relatively early stages of old-field secondary succession.

Topography and Response to Natural Environment
The topography of the Meguzee Point peninsula is reflective of historic lake levels and shore lines which were
at considerably higher elevations than exist today.  In ancient times the entire peninsula was submerged lake
bottom.  As lake levels dropped there is evidence a lake shore line existed approximately at the elevation 185 -
186, ranging from approximately 0.25 to 0.75 miles inland from the existing shore.  The exception is at the
southern end of the peninsula where existing high ground drops, somewhat precipitously to the existing
lakeshore just east of the White Birch Lodge.

The Elk Lake water level was recorded on the 1983 U.S.G.S. maps as 179.6.  The land between the current
lakeshore and that ancient lakeshore, described above, slops gently upward raising approximately 12 to 15 feet.
Inland from the ancient lakeshore the land is nearly flat at the 187 elevation with small undulations at elevations
fractions of a meter higher.  All topographic features are rather subtle contributing little of interest to the
landscape.

Changes In Elevation Third St.
Photo:  G. Harsch

Vegetation
For the most part the existing trees found in the study area have been impacted by or are associated with human
habitation. This also is likely true of the White Birch Lodge area, particularly around the older buildings, where
there are substantial number oaks, which did not exist in the pre-settlement forest.  Other tree cover was
allowed to be reestablished by ecological succession, that is, the areas where the tree cover exists were not
managed to continue their condition as fields or cut over areas and were allowed to re-vegetate naturally.
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Oaks – Lawn at White Birch Lodge
Photo:  G. Harsch

Oaks – Lawn at White Birch Lodge
Photo:  Gerry Harsch

Patterns of Circulation
All movement of people by auto, watercraft, or non-motorized conveyances, or as pedestrians, in and out of the
Meguzee peninsula is either by way of Village or private streets or within/upon the Elk River or Elk Lake.  That
area of the Meguzee peninsula lying south of Third St. may be accessed from Ames Street, a regional
thoroughfare to the north, directly by Rivershore Dr., Center, or Brand Streets and indirectly by Henry St. to
Charles or Park Streets.

Third St. extends in an east/west orientation across the entire peninsula with water accesses at both road ends at
the Elk River on the west and Elk Lake on the east.  Rivershore Dr. continues south from Third St. and
intersects Meguzee Pt. Rd.  Meguzee Pt. Rd. extends south from Third St., for a little under one-half mile, in the
vicinity of the Cherryland Middle School arrival drive, and thence westerly terminating in a public water access
at the Elk River.  Those shore homes on Elk Lake not accessed from Meguzee Pt. Rd. are accessed from Green
Acres Dr., which extends south from the eastern end of Third St.

Circulation by water is either on the Elk River or Elk Lake.  These water bodies, within the project area, are
accessible by waterfront land owners or from the public road end access points discussed above.

          Views
The most significant views associated with the Meguzee peninsula are those, which are related to the Elk River
and Elk Lake viewsheds.  These viewsheds are accessible from nearly all locations along the shores of the
peninsula, and from the interior of the peninsula where permitted by openings in the shore land vegetation.
Such views are particularly available to the public at the road ends described above.  Other views related to the
river and lake viewsheds are those from the lake to the shore, which are observable by boaters, swimmers, etc.
in or on the water.

Views within the interior of the peninsula are those along the road corridors described above and from the road
corridors to off road landscapes including the open space properties also discussed above.
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Interior View Rear Baptist Church
Photo:  Gerry Harsch

Archaeological Resources
There are no known archaeological
resources of significance
observable within the peninsula. A
former farm building foundation
adjacent to an existing barn is
observable from Third St. between
Meguzee Pt. Dr. and the east lake
road end.

          Small Scale Elements
There are few small-scale elements
in the area of the Meguzee
peninsula south of Third Street.
They include a flagpole at the high
school, signage for the White
Birch Lodge complex, mailboxes,
fences and gate posts,
miscellaneous road signs, etc.

Old Building Foundation – East Third St.
Photo:  Gerry Harsch

Fences/Entrance Treatments – Meguzee Pt. Rd.
Photo:  Gerry Harsch
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D.   Area East of Brand and Henry Streets, north of Third Street, south/east of Cairn Highway/Ames
Street to the shore of Elk Lake and the Village limits on the north.

Land Use
This sub-area is currently dominated by one institutional use, the public schools, dating to two widely separate
periods (Bay Breezes, schools). This activity is primarily responsible for the disappearance of agricultural uses
in the sub-area.  The Lakeland and Cherryland schools occupy about twenty acres in the center of this sub-area.
Except for the buildings themselves, small parking lots and the athletic stadium the school grounds are large
grass expanses.(USGS, 1983; )  The only other institutional use is the catholic church complex, consisting of
the church itself and rectory dating to the 1890's and a parish hall school complex with surrounding parking lots
dating to the period since 1960. (Bay Breezes, churches)

Single-family residences were built during three periods and represent two value levels.  First, there scattered
examples of the early 1890's vernacular housing on small platted lots along Buckley, Wilbur, and Ojibwa off of
Cairn Highway. There are the simple 1960's period ranch-style houses, of no more than 800 square feet, which
were built in the Brand & Durkee's plat south of the church.  Second, there are the high value lakefront
properties developed in the 1980's and 1990's. (USGS, 1930; USGS, 1983).

Outdoor recreational uses are also a dominant land use.  These include the athletic complex west of the middle
school and the Elk Rapids Golf Course in the northeast quadrant of the sub-area. Incidental recreational uses are
also found associated with the lakefront housing.

Finally, some re-forestation activities, both natural and deliberate have been occurring in recent decades.  These
are found primarily between the school complex and the lakeshore housing (aerial photography).

Cultural Uses
The oldest existing Elk Rapids school building, Longfellow, has been converted to multiple family residential
use (Carolyn Shah, interview).  The Catholic Church remains a dominant feature of the landscape and has
expanded to include an entire city block.

Lincoln School
Photo: Patrick Hudson

The lakefront housing represented a seasonal cultural use in previous eras but has slowly been converted to
year-round housing.
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Spatial Organization
The open space surrounding the schools dominates the central portion of this sub-section. On the west side is
the Brand & Durkee's Addition plat, which surrounds the Catholic Church complex.  This once platted area in
the northern center of the peninsula did not develop during the period of significance (aerial photographs, 1938
and 1952).  The oldest housing is found along Wilber and Ojibwa streets off of Cairn Highway and along
Buckley Street.  The Longfellow school site is in this area along Cairn Highway. The lakeshore housing is
found both north and south of the golf course.

The reforestation area is between the school properties and the lakeshore homes. There is a remnant oak grove
woods north east of the golf course, along the lakeshore that contains a mix of 1920's and 1980's housing.

Cluster Arrangement
The public schools complex is a continuous block of school related land uses.  The high value housing is linear
development along the shore of Elk Lake. The 1960's era ranch-style housing is primarily found in the old plat
south of the church but other examples are found scattered along Cairn Highway.  There are scattered clusters
of pre-World War II housing along Buckley, Wilbur, Ojibwa and Golf Course Drive.

Topography
The school complex occupies a wide expanse of level terrain.  The golf course itself has gently rolling
topography and within 100 feet of the lake the land slopes from the golf course to the lake.  There is a
noticeable slope from the school complex to the lakeshore housing.  The land also slopes to Cairn Highway.

Other than some sand-traps and mounds on the golf course, the only human-made feature is Hobbs Hill on the
west side of the Lakeland School playground

Vegetation
Planted for Agricultural or Ornamental Purposes
Rows of Sugar Maples line the street along the north side of Buckley Street.  There is a spruce plantation west
of Jackson Drive, south of Buckley and west of Lakeland Drive north of Third Street.

A Mix of Honey Locust and Sugar Maples are planted along Charles Street and Buckley Street.  There are also
Spruce and Cedar plantings within the golf course with Maples around the clubhouse. Finally, a sample fruit
tree orchard has been planted between the houses along Buckley and Wilbur and the golf course.

Volunteer Vegetation
There are re-growth areas of pine and spruce east of Lakeland School and north of the golf course. There is also
a Beach/Maple second growth forest in the old German Picnic Ground.

Indigenous, Naturalized, or Introduced Species
According to the federal surveyor's notes from the 1830's the indigenous trees include: White Pine, Aspen,
Tulip Poplar, and Red Maple, as well as Cedar specimen trees found throughout the area.  Introduced but
naturalized species include: Sugar Maple, Honey Locust and fruit trees

Purpose and Function
The Oak trees in the old German Picnic Ground were either planted or retained for cultural reasons by the
German Workingman's Association.  The rows of Sugar Maples along Buckley and Ames streets functioned as
sources of maple syrup but now, along with the Locust, Maple and Aspen, mainly provide shade for residential
streets and homes.  The reforestation areas act as a buffer between the schools and residential developments.
Finally, many smaller bushes, shrubs and tree specimens serve as ornamentals around the homes, schools and
golf course.
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Patterns and Circulation
Ames Street/Cairn Highway carries traffic to and from Elk Rapids and the northeastern part of the county.
Buckley provides access to Lakeland School and Jackson Road from Rivershore Drive. Third Street provides
access to Cherryland School, the High School and the eastern part of Maguzee Drive.  Park and Henry streets
are connecting streets primarily for school traffic. The only sidewalks sidewalk in this sub-area is along Cairn
Highway fronting the Golf Course.  There remains some evidence of cultural pathways in the former German
picnic grounds. The extension of Golf Course Drive provides access to the homes on the old German picnic
grounds.

Most streets are twenty-four feet wide asphalt without curb or gutter. Except for Ames Street/Cairn Highway,
all of the streets function as local streets. Golf Course Drive is gravel east of the golf course.  The stub street off
of Cairn Highway simply ends without paved turn-arounds. The east end of Buckley from Jackson to the lake is
not paved but has a wide turn-around. The east end of Buckley Street is a lake access to Elk Lake.

Views and Vistas
The natural view east down Buckley from the top of the hill to the access site takes in the tree-lined street and
Elk Lake.  Looking east from the Sutton property (Old German picnic ground) also presents a fine view of Elk
Lake. The deliberate view of Sugar Maples planted along the north side of Buckley and along Charles Street
retains the 'country lane' view traditionally accepted as rural America.  Of a specifically deliberate nature are the
ornamental plantings on the golf course. The vista into the golf course from Buckley Street and Cairn Highway
is a deliberate, intended to entice golfers. The vista of Elk Lake from the golf course is also intended to keep
golfers coming back. The vista into the sports stadium entrance west of the Cherryland School from Third
Street is a different kind of vista. This vista deliberately frames the fine bronze sculpture of the Elk.

Buildings and Structures as Elements of the Landscape
The new public schools complex dominates this sub-area. The sports complex associated with the schools
provides a separate physical component. The un-utilized school grounds retain some aspects of the former
agricultural use.

The steeple of the Sacred Heart Catholic Church and the view of the church and rectory from Charles Street is
somewhat disrupted by the new buildings on the church property, but these represent a significant modern
social element of the landscape. The role of this building in the landscape has changed significantly from a rural
parish church almost isolated in the landscape to a neighborhood gathering point in the 1960's and now it serves
a wider area.

Sacred Heart
Church &
Rectory

Photo: Sally
Frye
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The rows of 1960's style modular housing along Park and Charles streets, with smaller more recently planted
trees, represent a time-scape of that period. The Longfellow school building, now a residential condominium,
maintains its place in the landscape of the neighborhood as an element of a by-gone era. The boathouse and
related outbuildings on the Dr. Smith/German picnic ground site retain the historic elements of the early 20th

Century. The house, now through a land division on an adjacent property to the north, has been altered
physically and functionally from its original appearance and use yet still retains some aspects of the earlier
period. Sometime after Dr. Smith retired, this house was used as a summer resort known as 'Rainbow Lodge'
(Sutton, letter). The neighboring cottage to the south still retains many historic features but has reportedly been
moved from across the lake (Sutton, interview).

Rainbow Lodge
Source: Elk Rapids Historical Society

The golf course clubhouse is a significant feature retaining its function
and use.

Small Scale Features
There is a concrete stairway just north of the boathouse on the Dr.
Smith/German Picnic Ground property leading to the shore of the lake
with anchor slots to hold a dock. This appears to date from the period
when the boathouse was in full use. Ice movement on the lake has
affected the stairs.  The boathouse retains rails for launching a large boat
and the wheeled cradle for the boat is still on the property, though not in
a state of repair. Signage is found for the schools, the church and the golf
course.  These are all modern and appear recent.

Above buildings on the Sutton’s
property off the end of the Golf Course
Photos:  Patrick Hudson
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Entrance to High School stadium from Third St
Photo: Patrick Hudson

There is a grotto to the south of the Sacred Heart
Church and the wooded lot across the street from the
church has a large, rough, wooden cross with several
benches for meditation prayer. Hobbs Hill on the
school playground honors a local groundskeeper.
The bronze Elk statue in the entrance to the football
stadium, though modern, is a beautiful example of
traditional statuary art. Fire hydrants have been
extended through most of this sub-area spaced
roughly at 150-foot intervals although none were
observed east of the Lakeland School entrance drive
on Buckley.

Archaeological Resources
No archaeological resources are reported for this
specific sub-area, the general reports describe pre-
European settlement use of the lakeshore areas for
fishing and summer camping. The early settlement
areas are primarily to the west.

Sally Frye noted that at one time there was the
foundation for a house on the golf course near the
corner of Cairn Highway and Ojibwa Street and,
although unobserved, there may be some remnant
foundations in the woods south of Buckley Street
at the top of the hill.

Hopps Hill along Park Street behind Cherryland
Elementary School  Photo:  Sally Frye

First Golf
Club

Corner of
Cairn &
Ojibwa

St.
Source:

Elk
Rapids

Historical
Society
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E.  Ames Street Corridor

Land Use
The land fronting Ames Street from US31 to the beginning of Cairn Highway is a mixture of residential and
commercial use today. Residential lots contain a variety of houses from small one-room rental cottages to small
frame houses to large two-story farmhouses. Commercial lots provide banking, grocery, retail, medical, and
automobile services among other services. More detailed uses of the land can be obtained from the most recent
Antrim County Property Class Assessment.

Spatial Organization
Ames Street begins from US 31 and runs into East Elk Rapids with Bass Lake to its north and Elk River to the
Southwest. To the far south is Elk Lake. Ames Street runs slightly southeast about half way across the top of
Meguzee Peninsula at which point it turns near Henry Street to continue northeast. Residential and commercial
buildings along its length front Ames Street.

Aerial view of Elk Rapids showing East Elk Rapids on top half
Source: Elk Rapids Historical Society

Cluster Arrangement

Along Ames Street and the side
streets which connect to it there are
clusters of houses. Along Ames
Street near its intersection with
Rivershore Drive there is a line of
5 smaller houses in close
proximity to each other. In the
areas, which were formally resorts,
there remain clusters of small
cottages and cabins. Other
commercial and residential
buildings are clustered along Ames
Street although more widely
dispersed.
 In addition to building clusters
there are noticeable clusters of
trees, which line both Ames
Street and the side streets.

Small frame
houses line
Ames Street
near its
intersection
with Brand
Street. Notice
the line of
mature tress,
the shallow
set back, and
the lack of
sidewalk and
driveway.
Photo by
Matthew
Daly
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Topography
The topography of the area is generally flat with small ridges. The location of the most prominent ridge is
where Ames Street makes its curve to the northeast. This suggests that it was artificially made when the road
was placed.

Vegetation
The area along Ames Street is spotted with deciduous trees many of which have matured over
several decades. Trees line Ames Street on residential lots and continue down connecting side
streets. Commercial and residential lots fronting Ames Street characteristically have grass lawns
and ornamental bushes.

          Circulation
The circulation is dominated by Ames Street. Ames Street begins from US 31 and runs slightly southeast about
half way across the top of Meguzee Peninsula at which point it turns near Henry Street to continue northeast.
Side streets connect with Ames Street on both sides. Because Ames Street runs slightly off the cardinal
directions, side streets enter obliquely. There are sidewalks only on the southern side of Ames Street. There are
no sidewalks on the side streets connecting to Ames Street.

There exists an alley where Henry Street would continue to the north of Ames Street, as well as one behind
Pearl’s Restaurant. Residential driveways are short, consisting of gravel, and appear to be initially unplanned.
Commercial driveways are planned and paved. Pathways from Ames Street to residences and commercial
buildings are made of pavement, wood-planks, or simply dirt.

Views and Vistas
The tree-lined side streets to the north of Ames Street provide views towards Bass Lake. Brush and cottages
lining the lake down every street but Brand Street block the view of Bass Lake.

Typical of the mature deciduous tress vines hide
two entrance pillars where the in the area of the

former Remming Gardens.
Photos by Matthew Daly
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View of Bass Lake from the
intersection of Brand Street and Ames
Street looking north on Brand Street.

Photo by Matthew Daly

Buildings and Structures
Several old, small frame houses line Ames Street near the intersection of
Ames Street and Rivershore Drive. There are three large lots where old
resort cabins have been renovated to be rented out. One is near the
intersection of Ames Street and Rivershore Drive, a second is near the
intersection of Ames Street and Iroquois Street, and the third is near the
intersection of Ames Street and Bass Street. An old automobile gas and
service station (Elliott’s) remains, now as apartments near Ames Street
and Henry Street. Various commercial buildings line Ames Street
between US 31 and Brand Street.

Small Scale Features
Typical small-scale features in a community exist. There are street
signs, fire hydrants, sewers, power lines, and street poles. There is an
interesting flagpole in the center of a lot near the intersection of Ames
Street and Washington Street. Unique in the area are the 4 pillars made
of stone, one of which is at the corner of Ames Street and Brand Street
and is topped by a frog, another of which is at the corner of Ames Street
and Henry Street, and two of which are covered in vines and flank a
path towards a house fronting Ames Street in the middle lot between
Brand Street and Henry Street. Near the pillar at Ames Street and Henry
Street remains an old fence post for a barbed wire fence.

Stone pillars along Ames Street  Photos by Matthew Daly

Archaeological Resources
There is no immediate indication of any archaeological resources.
However, it is known that Native Americans inhabited the area. Little
archeological research has been conducted in the area. Therefore, further
research and archaeological studies should be conducted.

PS

A few miles north along Cairn Highway stands a cairn marking the
45thParallel.

Below, cairn marking the 45th Parallel
Photo by Matthew Daly
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Does the property today reflect the spatial organization, physical
components, and historic associations that it attained during the periods of
significance?  Historic integrity required that the various characteristics
that shaped the land during the historic period be present today.

Land Use
Land use of the Meguzee peninsula today speaks of contemporary suburban
development with large year round residences and institutional structures.
The agricultural uses of that time period removed most evidence of the
lumber industry, which had removed the virgin forests. Well beyond the end
of the period of significance the area was, for the most part, open farmland
with a very rural feel.  The emphasis has shifted away from the once pit stop
and resort area along Ames highway to a more stable neighborhood. This is
made evident by the growth of permanent residents, as suggested by the
expanded school district.

The adaptive use of Longfellow School to multiple family residential use
has actually prevented the destruction of the building for a primary arterial
access to the schools (Carolyn Shah, interview).

The Catholic Church remains a dominant feature of the landscape.  The
Catholic Church and Rectory buildings retain their general character from
the 1890's but the parish grounds have been much altered by new
construction.  The most recent expansions do not maintain the historic view-
shed but then neither does the development of housing in the plat.  The
buildings themselves both have vinyl siding where there was wood and new
windows.  The stained glass windows in the church are original and are of
high quality.  The balance of the interior of the church has been much
altered over the years in keeping with changing liturgical requirements.

The area between Rivershore and Charles contains the largest number of
pre-1930’s single-family residences.  Most of the homes along Center and
Brand have maintained their original look.  Some have put on small
additions like dormers, etc.  New homes are sprinkled between with modern
siding probably on lots that had been empty during the period of
significance.

A few examples of pre-1930's single-family residences are scattered along
Buckley Street and the stub streets off of Cairn Highway. Virtually all were
simple, vernacular examples of upright-and-wing dwellings and most have
had modern windows and either aluminum or vinyl siding.  There is one
garage, on Buckley Street across from the eastern school driveway, that is
virtually unchanged from the 1930's or earlier.  No paint is left (if there ever
was any) and it is in danger of collapse. The owner realizes that it is a
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nonconformity under the zoning ordinance so he intends to repair it as far as
possible within the limitations of the ordinance.(personal interview).

The simple 1960's period ranch-style houses built in the Brand & Durkee's
plat south of the church retain most elements of their original design. The
street trees planted during this period will continue to grow, giving a
developing feel to the neighborhood, if these survive.

Homes have popped up all along Bass Lake, destroying its original integrity.
It is unknown at this time whether the lake is still used for recreation such as
ice-skating. There is evidence that fisherman still use the lake, but without
taking a stock of the species living there, there is no way of seeing if the
fisherman are still catching the same species.

The cabins as resorts are gone, but some remain in renovated form and
provide convenient cottages for temporary workers. The old service stations
and grocery stores have likewise all disappeared. Modern gas stations and a
small shopping market have replaced them.

The Elk Rapids Golf Course has limited scope for redevelopment, although
it is likely that the landscaping and arrangement of the holes have developed
and will continue to develop over time. This is only a 9-hole course, and it
has valuable water frontage.  Eventually there could come a time when the
course itself is no longer viable economically, which would create a strong
temptation to sell the course off for residential development.

Finally, where re-forestation has been allowed to occur 'naturally', the
landscape may develop pockets reminiscent of the long lost 'virgin
woodland'.

Spatial Organization
The spatial organization of the area has not changed.  The original Elk
Rapids village developed in the 1850’s on a narrow strip of land due to the
chain of lakes.  This made it very difficult for the town to grow.  It therefore,
had to jump to the other side of Elk River to expand.  The natural forests and
sand encouraged industrial growth but with little room to grow on the west
side, the people working for the factories on the Meguzee Pt. peninsula
developed their own settlement east of the factory to be closer to work.  The
chain of lakes also made roads and travel confusing and difficult, but since
they surround this peninsula, encouraged summer settlement for boating,
fishing and other forms of water recreation.

The river and lake, the basic division of land, and the circulation system
define the spatial organization of the peninsula.  These remain much as they
were during the period of significance.

Topography
The topography appears to be the same as during the period of significance.
However, there is a good possibility that ridges, which existed in the area,
have since been flattened for development.  One feature, the large sand hill
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along Bass Lake that once used for recreation has been removed and today has small houses and commercial
buildings. The levels of the lakes and river have dropped around the turn of the twentieth century leading to
more stability of the area for housing.

Vegetation
All of the original lumber in the area was completely removed for use by the industrial area.  The area was
cleared for homes.  As homes developed, the owners replanted trees along the streets and in their yards.  Very
little vegetation remains from the period of significance, if at all.

After the deforestation of this peninsula which supplied fuel for the furnaces at the industrial plants, homes
were built to be in close proximity to people’s work

Bay Breezes: “July 16, 1908 … The Public Acts of 1881 as amended, provides- “Any person planting shade
trees along the highway adjacent to property owned or occupied by such person shall be entitled to be credited
twenty-five cents upon his highway tax for every tree so planted, but not to exceed in the aggregate twenty-five
pr cent of such person’s highway tax in any one year.”

All areas currently occupied by residences have typical residential yard type landscape plantings and
improvements such as decks, patios, docks etc.  The institutional uses, schools, churches, etc., have typical
parking lots, recreational areas, etc.  The open field areas remaining within the study area are formerly farmed
areas, which either are subject to little or no management practices and as a result are in the early stages of
ecological succession.

The vegetation, other than that which exists in the historic wood lot at the White Birch Lodge, has changed
significantly since the period of significance

The rows of Sugar Maples lining the street along the north side of Buckley Street are nearing the end of their
natural lifespan.  The Honey Locust and Sugar Maples planted along Charles Street, Center and Buckley Street
are also reaching a natural limit.  The Spruce, Cedar and Maple plantings within the golf course have been
maintained and seem to be on some sort of replacement schedule. Finally, the fruit trees and ornamentals
around the houses, while not native and not regulated, do get maintenance from the homeowners.
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There is still evidence of possible offspring of maple tree from the Billeaux
Farm. There is also vegetation still noticeable along the streets and
alleyways. I imagine the grasses growing along the shoreline are remnant of
what the lake shore looked like before it was lowered.

Unfortunately, nothing remains of Remmings Gardens. In their place sits a
home, a vacant lot, and a dentist office.

 The Oak grove in the old German Picnic Ground has not reached its natural
lifespan. Some trees need to be pruned back and one needs to be removed
because it endangers the boathouse.

  Patterns of Circulation
The waterways and roadways, with the exception of Green Acres Dr., which
was relocated westwardly, remain as they existed during the period of
significance with the exception that the State highway now bypasses Ames
St. and heads north directly out of Elk Rapids.

Today’s traffic in the area is mostly local residential and school.   Nearly all
the roads are now paved which would have been dirt and gravel during the
period of significance.

There has been pressure from the school system to alter or expand Henry
Street in order to provide a more direct access route to the schools (Shay,
interview). Cairn Highway has been moved from its original location in
several places. Within the municipal limits Golf Course Lane is a remnant of
the original route. From the end of the lane the route can just barely be seen
continuing on to the north. Further north, the road has also been moved out
of the Wandawood Resort as well as several other lakeshore areas.

The circulation of pedestrian traffic also remains unchanged. However, the
boardwalk, which once ran to the German picnic grounds, is no longer in
existence. Some of the alleys have become overgrown.

There is evidence that Bass Lake is still navigated by boat. There has been
the addition of snowmobile routes along the lake. There is no evidence that
the toboggan run still exists nor is there evidence that the lake is still used in
the winter for ice skating.

     Views
The views and vistas in the area are significantly different than they were
during the period of significance.  The residential homes facing west
between Rivershore and Buckley would have looked at a skyline of large
buildings and smokestacks that encompassed the industrial complex
Homes facing east past Buckley had a wide-open view looking out onto
farmland.

With the growth of vegetation and construction of buildings interior views
have been significantly curtailed.  Views of Bass Lake from Ames Street
have since been blocked by development. Since not all of the trees remain,
the views down Ames and side streets are different than they would have
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been during the period of significance.  Many of the views of Elk Lake
have also been blocked by development. However, there are two areas
that were preserved and are publicly accessible for residents and visitors
to admire the lake. There is no evidence that suggests the views at these
two locations have any historic significance.

Natural Views
The only natural view remaining from the period of significance is the
view into the German Picnic Grounds.
The shoreline views to the Elk River and Elk Lake view sheds and the
river and lake views to the land exist as they did during the period of
significance
Third St. has the only view in either direction of Elk Lake to the east and
Elk River to the west.

Deliberate Views
The Sugar Maples planted along the north side of Buckley and along
Charles Street retain their traditional view, but the trees themselves are
starting to decline.
From Rivershore and Third St. looking east at the ridge lined with pre-
1930’s homes. Southern end of Center to Third St. looking either
direction is a beautiful view of tree-lined streets with old homes

Deliberate Vistas
The vista into and out of the golf course is also intended to keep golfers
coming back. The vista into the sports stadium entrance west of the
Cherryland School from Third Street deliberately frames the fine bronze
sculpture of the Elk.

Buildings and Structures
There are buildings and structures that still exist from the period of
significance along the Bass Lake area. However, there isn’t much
information available on the history of the structures. The trailers in
Vacation Village are all outside the period, as are all the houses along the
lake. The old farmhouse and barn would make it into the period, but
unfortunately the history is only backed by word of mouth.

The majority of homes on Center to Charles Streets remain from the
period of significance. However, there isn’t much information available
on the history of the structures. More research should be conducted to
build on the knowledge of the homes and people who used to live here to
fortify the Heritage Area determination on this side of the river.

The 1892 Elk Rapids Hose House and house behind the station are in
complete disrepair and should be saved.  The owners of the shed on
Center St. should be given help with preservation on that structure.  The
old Norwegian Church is today a private home so not much can be done
until it becomes available.
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The steeple of the Catholic Church and the view of the church and rectory from Charles Street is somewhat
disrupted by the new buildings on the church property, but these represent a significant modern social element
of the landscape. The role of this building in the landscape has changed significantly from a rural parish church
almost isolated in the landscape to a neighborhood gathering point in the 1960's and now it serves a wider area.
The rows of 1960's style modular housing along Park and Charles streets with smaller more recently planted
trees represent a time-scape of that period.

The Longfellow school building, now a residential condominium, still maintains its place in the landscape of
the neighborhood as an element of a by-gone era.

The boathouse and related outbuildings on the Dr. Smith/German picnic ground site retain the historic elements
of the early 20th Century. The house, now through a land division on an adjacent property to the north, has been
altered physically and functionally from its original appearance and use yet still retains some aspects of the
earlier period. The neighboring cottage to the south still retains many historic features but has reportedly been
moved from across the lake.
The golf course clubhouse is a significant feature retaining its function and use.

Although the surrounding context has been changed with increased development, there are a number of
surviving structures and buildings along Ames Street, which retain significant historical integrity. These include
some of the original frame houses which front Ames Street, the renovated schoolhouse and its surrounding
landscape, the surviving cabins and cottages and their layout in the landscape, the old gas station (Elliott’s) near
the intersection of Ames Street and Henry Street, Pearl’s Restaurant (former Rainbow Gardens),  and the Cairn
marking the 45th Parallel.

60



There are also a number of compatible buildings. These include the local grocery store, the Fish Shanty, and
some of the various local businesses along Ames Street.

Service garage at Elliott’s gas station and a side
view of the service garage at Elliott’s gas

station

Shower room and a duplex from the Golfside Cabins
(Photos by Matthew Daly).
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Small Scale Features
Once again, like the building and structures there isn’t anything that falls
into the period of significance. The features that do fit into the period have
little historical bearing on the area.

There are fences and gateposts associated with properties located in the
southeastern part of the peninsula.

There is a small fenced area in the yard of the old house behind Hose House
#2 that is unpainted and old looking which looks like a garden area with a
scarecrow.  A few of the old homes along Center to Charles have small
fenced areas that look old.  More work should be done to research an
outhouse still remains behind one home on the corner of Center and Second
St.

There is a concrete stairway just north of the boathouse on the Dr.
Smith/German Picnic Ground property leading to the shore of the lake with
anchor slots to hold a dock. This appears to date from the period when the
boathouse was in full use. Ice movement on the lake has affected the stairs.
The boathouse retains rails for launching a large boat and the wheeled cradle
for the boat is still on the property, though not in a state of repair.

Signage is found for the schools, the church and the golf course.  These are
all modern and appear recent.

There is a grotto to the south of the Catholic Church and the wooded lot
across the street from the church has a large, rough, wooden cross with
several benches for meditation prayer.   Hobbs Hill on the school
playground honors a local groundskeeper. The bronze Elk statue in the
entrance to the football stadium, though modern, is a beautiful example of
traditional statuary art.   Fire hydrants have been extended through most of
this sub-area spaced roughly at 150-foot intervals although none were
observed east of the Lakeland School entrance drive on Buckley.

The four stone pillars along Ames are historically the most significant and
contribute greatly to the landscape.

Archaeological Resources
The area is essentially void of any known archaeological resources.
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Management Philosophy and Treatment Recommendations

Background
(From: Preservation Brief 36: Protecting Cultural Landscapes: Planning, Treatment and
Management – Technical Preservation Services, National Park Service, U.S. Department of the
Interior, pages 9-10
Treatment may be defined as work carried out to achieve a historic preservation goal--it cannot be
considered in a vacuum. There are many practical and philosophical factors that may influence the
selection of a treatment for a landscape. These include the relative historic value of the property, the
level of historic documentation, existing physical conditions, its historic significance and integrity,
historic and proposed use (e.g. educational, interpretive, passive, active public, institutional or
private), long-and short-term objectives, operational and code requirements (e.g. accessibility, fire,
security) and costs for anticipated capital improvement, staffing and maintenance. The value of any
significant archeological and natural resources should also be considered in the decision-making
process. Therefore, a cultural landscape's preservation plan and the treatment selected will consider a
broad array of dynamic and inter-related considerations. It will often take the form of a plan with
detailed guidelines or specifications.
TREATMENTS FOR CULTURAL LANDSCAPES
Prior to undertaking work on a landscape, a treatment plan or similar document should be developed.
The four primary treatments identified in the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for the Treatment of
Historic Properties, are:
Preservation is defined as the act or process of applying measures necessary to sustain the existing
form, integrity, and materials of an historic property. Work, including preliminary measures to protect
and stabilize the property, generally focuses upon the ongoing maintenance and repair of historic
materials and features rather than extensive replacement and new construction. New additions are not
within the scope of this treatment; however, the limited and sensitive upgrading of mechanical,
electrical and plumbing systems and other code-required work to make properties functional is
appropriate within a preservation project.
Rehabilitation is defined as the act or process of making possible a compatible use for a property
through repair, alterations, and additions while preserving those portions or features which convey its
historical or cultural values.
Restoration is defined as the act or process of accurately depicting the form, features, and character of
a property as it appeared at a particular period of time by means of the removal of features from other
periods in its history and reconstruction of missing features from the restoration period. The limited and
sensitive upgrading of mechanical, electrical and plumbing systems and other code-required work to
make properties functional is appropriate within a restoration project.
Reconstruction is defined as the act or process of depicting, by means of new construction, the form,
features, and detailing of a non-surviving site, landscape, building, structure, or object for the purpose
of replicating its appearance at a specific period of time and in its historic location.
Adopting such a plan, in concert with a preservation maintenance plan, acknowledges a cultural
landscape's ever-changing existence and the inter-relationship of treatment and ongoing maintenance.
Performance standards, scheduling and record keeping of maintenance activities on a day-to-day or
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month-to-month basis, may then be planned for. Treatment, management, and maintenance proposals
can be developed by a broad range of professionals and with expertise in such fields as landscape
preservation, horticulture, ecology, and landscape maintenance.
The selection of a primary treatment for the landscape, utilizing the Secretary of the Interior's Standards
for the Treatment of Historic Properties, establishes an overall historic preservation approach, as well
as a philosophical framework from which to operate. Selecting a treatment is based on many factors.
They include management and interpretation objectives for the property as a whole, the period(s) of
significance, integrity, and condition of individual landscape features.
For all treatments, the landscape's existing conditions and its ability to convey historic significance
should be carefully considered. ------- For a vernacular landscape, such as a battlefield containing a
largely intact mid-nineteenth century family farm, the uniqueness of that agrarian complex within a
local, regional, state, and national context should be considered in selecting a treatment.
The overall historic preservation approach and treatment approach can ensure the proper retention,
care, and repair of landscapes and their inherent features. In short, the Standards act as a preservation
and management tool for cultural landscapes. The four potential treatments are described above.

Management Issues
Elk Rapids is one of, if not the, classic northern Lake Michigan community(s) to study and interpret with regard
to its historical scenario in the settlement, development, and natural resource exploitation of the Lake Michigan
basin, particularly between 1850 and 1915.  The Elk Rapids story is not only one of local significance, it is a
story with links to the social, cultural, and physical development of Chicago and the provision of a basic
industrial metal, charcoal pig iron, to an overseas market.  The history of this community is truly vibrant.  The
landscape of the East Elk Rapids community today, however, defies, to a large extent, imagining the landscape
of the community at the turn of the 20th century or even to the mid 20th century.

Having said the above, however, much of the early landscape structure, the system of streets and land division,
for example, are the same as when created in 1880 – 1890.  The golf course remains much the same as when
created in the early 1920’s.  There remain a number of early buildings which continue to frame the historic
landscape spaces, particularly along Ames St,/Cairn Highway.   The Ames St./ Cairn Highway, Riverside Dr.,
Center, Brand, Charles/Henry streetscapes retain considerable historical landscape integrity.  These landscape
elements are worthy of recognition, protection, enhancement as appropriate, and exposure and interpretation.

The issue, which looms largest regarding the East Elk Rapids historic landscape, is that of private ownership of
all of the property other than the public street rights of way.  The use of private property and to some extent the
resultant landscape is regulated by the public through the Village Zoning Ordinance.  The current ordinance,
however, was not, and is not, designed to address the historic landscape of the area.

There are other regulatory tools, in addition to a zoning ordinance, which potentially could be developed and
put in place, such as the establishment of a local historic district under the enforcement authority of a local
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historic district.  It is questionable; however, whether this is a possibility for the East Elk Rapids area under
current Michigan Law and/or would be acceptable to the local community, particularly the property owners in
the area.

The greatest likelihood of implementing a cultural landscape plan for the area is one which relies on the private
sector in partnership with the public sector acting to achieve the communities’ goals as articulated in the
communities planning documents such as the Master Plan and Recreation Plan.

The Village of Elk Rapids community goals and policies are set out in Chapter 2 of its Master Plan.  Recreation
goals are set out in the Community Recreation Plan.  Goals and policies which could be implemented through a
cultural landscape management philosophy and treatments for the East Elk Rapids area include the following:

General Village Goals
· Preserve the unique Beauty of Elk Rapids - by protecting small town character
· Promote a Diverse Business Environment - by providing opportunities for new commercial business
· Protect and Preserve Historic Areas, Sites, Buildings, Structures and Features Encourage Cultural
· Facilities and Events - that meet the diverse needs of the entire community

Planning and Community Development (Policies):
· Encourage creative design and planning techniques which produce visual harmony
· Consider the character of the Village in applying the existing site plan review process
· Encourage civic organizations to provide input for Village decisions

Housing (Policies):
· Encourage the maintenance of the existing housing stock and residential neighborhoods in good repair,

appearance, usefulness and safety
· Establish architectural standards to preserve t6he architectural integrity of traditional neighborhoods and

ensure new development will be compatible with the desired Village character
· Protect residential neighborhoods from intrusion of incompatible uses

Natural Environment (Policies)
· Evaluate the environmental impact of all new development
· Identify and protect desirable open space and scenic vistas

Parks, Public Lands and Beautification (Policies)
· Preserve and maintain our public gardens and natural areas
· Protect our most prized features, such as the public library grounds, public parks, beaches, gardens,

natural areas, tree lined streets, and open spaces
· Encourage creative design and planning techniques for all new de4velopmen so as to produce visual

harmony, preserve special features and protect vital natural resources
· Evaluate, periodically, the need for public acquisition of environmentally sensitive and available

properties located within the Village

Economic Development (Policies)
· Support the continued expansion of employment opportunities within the Village
· Support local and regional organizations which promote economic development in our area
· Encourage economic development proposals which are consistent with the goal of retaining Village

character and protecting the natural environment
· Recognize the importance of tourism and light industry to the local economy
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· Encourage the re-use of existing facilities where appropriate and consistent with existing zoning

Infrastructure and Public Facilities (Policies)
· Support the development of bicycle paths and pedestrian walkways
· Implement and complete the Major Sidewalk Improvement Plan
· Encourage the placement of utilities underground

Recommended Treatment
Taking into consideration the factors, discussed above, the nature of the landscape under consideration, and the
likely management opportunities and constraints, the only treatment which is reasonable for this landscape is
one of preservation.  This may be accomplished, however, by other treatments being applied, on a case by case
basis, to specific structures within or which define the subject landscape.  Those treatment recommendations are
beyond the scope of this study, however, examples for the application of such treatments are indicated below.

Preservation is defined as the act or process of applying measures necessary to sustain the existing form, integrity, and
materials of an historic property. Work, including preliminary measures to protect and stabilize the property, generally
focuses upon the ongoing maintenance and repair of historic materials and features rather than extensive replacement and
new construction. New additions are not within the scope of this treatment; however, the limited and sensitive upgrading of
mechanical, electrical and plumbing systems and other code-required work to make properties functional is appropriate
within a preservation project.   (Preservation Brief 36 – see reference above)

Source: Traverse Area Historical Society Archives

General Recommendations:
· Found a non-profit Village of Elk Rapids historical conservancy able to acquire, control and dispose of,

with conditions, historic easements and properties.  Pursue funding
· Establish an Elk Rapids Village Historic District Study Committee.  Prepare detailed studies
· Develop a Elk Rapids Village pattern book (design guidelines) for vernacular landscapes and buildings
· Establish a heritage highway corridor, using current and former sections of U.S. 31 from Petobego in

Grand Traverse Co. to the intersection of Cairn Highway and U.S. 31 in the vicinity of Mud Lake
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· Development an educational outreach project to property owners, civic organizations, governmental
units, and potential funders.

· Be bold, aggressive and think big.

Treatment Implementation Recommendations:
· Establish an East Elk Rapids historic neighborhood association of historic landscape preservation

supporters and activists whose mission is the preservation of the neighborhood landscape.
· Evaluate and prepare detailed plans for the preservation of the open spaces, scenic views/vistas, small

elements, structures, etc which are the elements of the historic landscape such as, however, not limited
to:

o Mature trees lining Ames Street and connecting streets
o Remaining wooded lots
o Environmentally sensitive areas
o Ames/Cairn corridor

· Make the area more pedestrian-friendly by putting in sidewalks along Ames Street and bike paths
throughout

· Maintain and encourage Historic Signage program already in place by the Elk Rapids Historical Society
· Create historical signage for all of the following areas:

1.  Bass Lake history
2.  Brand & Durkees plat
3.  Dr. Smith’s house
4.  Elk Rapids Golf Course
5.  Elliott’s Gas Station
6.  1832 Fire House
7.  German Picnic Grounds
8.  Golfside Cabins
9.  Longfellow School

                10.  Norwegian Church
                11.  Rainbow Lodge
                12..  Remming’s Gardens
                13..  Sacred Heart Church
                14..  US 31 historic corridor

    15.  White Birch Lodge
· Program, ie: detail, describe, and prioritize required/desired preservation activities/projects
· Develop and implement a capital and regulatory action plan encompassing all participants (investigate

Federal Transportation Enhancement Fund availability)
· Secure protective open space easement over golf course and other critical small open areas.
· Using the Conservancy, acquire, recondition, hold or dispose of, with deed restrictions, key properties.
· Development voluntary, informal or formal, landscape preservation agreements with individual property

owners

Other Related Treatments
Restoration

The act or process of accurately depicting the form, features, and character of a property as it appeared at a particular
period of time by means of the removal of features from other periods in its history and reconstruction of missing features
from the restoration period. The limited and sensitive upgrading of mechanical, electrical and plumbing systems and other
code-required work to make properties functional is appropriate within a restoration project. (Preservation Brief 36 – see
reference above)

· Longfellow School tower
· German Picnic Ground Woods- conduct further archaeological survey
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· Sacred Heart Catholic Church exterior
· 1832 Fire House along with old house behind and picket enclosed garden area
· Remming’s Gardens
· 4 stone pillars along Ames
Reconstruction
· Recreate the toboggan run
· Dock at the German picnic grounds

Preservation – non-landscape
· Norwegian Church & covered park structure behind
· White Birch Lodge-original building
· Surviving older cabins and cottages north of Ames should be maintained in their current use
· Dr. Smith’s boathouse, stable and other related buildings
· Shed behind 208 Center St.
· Outhouse behind home on the corner of 2nd & Center
· Stained glass windows in the Sacred Heart Catholic Church

Rehabilitation
The act or process of making possible a compatible use for a property through repair, alterations, and
additions while preserving those portions or features which convey its historical or cultural values.
(Preservation Brief 36 – see reference above)

· Elliott’s Gas Station
· Rainbow Lodge
· Dr. Smith’s house
· Golfside Cabins, duplex and showers that remain(consider alternative use)

Other Suggested Considerations
· Consider purchasing Elliott’s Gas Station, Remming’s home, and Rainbow Lodge as a small historic

complex
· Encouraged Sacred Heart Catholic Church to participate in the Michigan State university Museum’s

Stained Glass Window Census to document the windows
· Document the house next to Sacred Heart Church along Buckley
· Document the shed behind 208 Center for further recommendations
· Develop a driving/walking tour and brochure of the area
· Consider a small bus tour for tourists of the historical highlights of the Elk Rapids of the East side and

Village
· The history of Bass Lake is most significant to recreation and sport. The most likely suggested direction

that the Village of Elk Rapids should take in preserving the community character of this area, is by
bringing back these community activities.

· A winter festival may be a good way of sharing lore, history, and information with the community and
visitors.

o Allow for and removal of snow for ice skating on a section of the lake
  Tap the maples in Vacation Village and harvest syrup.
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Topics for Future Consideration and Research
· Should the home that was the Norwegian Church go up for sale, consider purchasing it and

rehabilitating it along with the covered park structure behind as a neighborhood park
· Consider further study regarding the occupation of Native Americans in the area.  Determine the true

reason why they thought Bass Lake was enchanted.
· Relate Bass Lake to the other bodies of water in the community. Consider how the community would be

different if the drainage ditch wasn’t dug
· Explain the difference between Elk Lake ice and Bass Lake ice
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